
 
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
 
 
Jonas Hernandez, individually and on behalf of 
all others similarly situated, 
 
Plaintiff, 
 
v. 
 
Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.,  
 
Defendant. 
 

 
    

Civil Action No. 
 
   CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT 
 
   JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 

 
 Plaintiff Jonas Hernandez (“Plaintiff”) brings this action on behalf of himself and all 

others similarly situated against Defendant Wegmans Food Markets, Inc. (“Defendant”). Plaintiff 

makes the following allegations pursuant to the investigation of his counsel and based upon 

information and belief, except as to the allegations specifically pertaining to himself, which are 

based on his personal knowledge. 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 
 

1. Defendant formulates, manufactures, advertises, and sells its Wegmans brand “In 

100% Juice” Canned Fruits (the “Products”)1 throughout the United States, including in New 

York. Defendant markets its Products in a systematically misleading manner by conspicuously 

misrepresenting on the labels of the Products that they: (1) are made “In 100% Juice Blend” and 

(2) contain “No Artificial Colors, Flavors, or Preservatives.” Defendant reinforces these 

misrepresentations by adding vignettes and the names of the fruits on the labels.   

 
1 The Products include: (1) “Wegmans Canned Sliced Peaches”; (2) “Wegmans Canned Peach 
Halves”; (3) “Wegmans Canned Apricot Halves”; and (4) “Wegmans Canned Fruit Cocktail.” 
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2. Unbeknownst to consumers, however, the Products all share a common ingredient 

that belies their “100% Juice Blend” and “No [Artificial] Preservatives” representations: ascorbic 

acid—a well-documented synthetic ingredient.   

3. Defendant’s most recent labeling of its Products, along with their respective 

ingredient lists, are depicted below:  
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4. Defendant’s deceptive marketing is further bolstered by the aura of healthiness 

created by its “Food You Feel Good About” stamp on its Products—which promises, inter alia, 

that the food item won't contain any “artificial colors, flavors or preservatives.” Defendant, 

however, creates a special exception when it comes to ascorbic acid:2 

5. In fact, Defendant offers virtually identical canned fruits, without ascorbic acid, 

under its slightly more expensive “Organic” brand, as do other competitors: —as depicted below: 

 
2 https://www.wegmans.com/health-nutrition/feel-your-best/wegmans-brand/food-you-feel-
good-about/ (last accessed October 4, 2023). 
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6. As a result of its deceptive conduct, Defendant is, and continues to be, unjustly 

enriched at the expense of its consumers. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 
 

7. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 

1332(d)(2)(a) because this case is a class action where the aggregate claims of all members of the 

proposed class are in excess of $5,000,000.00 exclusive of interest and costs, there are over 100 

members of the putative class, and at least one class member is a citizen of a state different than 

Defendant. 

8. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendant Wegmans Food Markets, Inc. 

because Defendant Wegmans Food Markets, Inc., is incorporated and maintains its principal 

place of business in New York. This Court also has personal jurisdiction over Defendant because 

it conducts and transacts business in the state of New York, contracts to supply goods within the 

state of New York, and supplies goods within the state of New York. Furthermore, a substantial 

portion of the events giving rise to Plaintiff’s claims occurred in this State, including Plaintiff’s 

purchases. 

9. Venue is proper in this District pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391 because Defendant 

conducts substantial business in this District and a substantial part of the events giving rise to 

Plaintiff’s claims took place within this District. 

PARTIES 
 

10. Plaintiff Jonas Hernandez is a citizen of New York, who resides in Brooklyn, 

New York. Plaintiff purchased Defendant’s Products (including, but not limited to, Defendant’s 

“Canned Sliced Peaches”) for his personal use on various occasions within the applicable statute 

of limitations, with his most recent purchases taking place on or about September of 2023. 
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Plaintiff Hernandez made these purchases from Defendant’s store located at 21 Flushing Ave, 

Brooklyn, NY 11205, and through online delivery applications. Prior to making his purchases, 

Plaintiff Hernandez saw that the Products were labeled and marketed as being made “In 100% 

Juice” with “No [Artificial] Preservatives.” Plaintiff Hernandez relied on Defendant’s 

representations when he decided to purchase the Products over comparable products that did not 

make those claims. Plaintiff Hernandez saw Defendant’s representations prior to and at the time 

of his purchases and understood them as a representation and warranty that the Products were 

exclusively made “In 100% Juice” that contained “No [Artificial] Preservatives.” Plaintiff 

Hernandez relied on these representations and warranties in deciding to purchase the Products. 

Accordingly, those representations and warranties were part of the basis of his bargains, in that 

he would not have purchased the Products on the same terms had he known that those 

representations were not true. Furthermore, in making his purchases, Plaintiff Hernandez paid a 

substantial price premium due to Defendant’s false and misleading representations concerning 

the Products. Plaintiff Hernandez, however, did not receive the benefit of his bargains because 

those representations were not, in fact, true.  

11. Defendant Wegmans Food Markets, Inc., is a corporation organized under the 

laws of New York with its headquarters at 1500 Brooks Avenue, Rochester, NY 14624.  

Defendant manufacturers, packages, labels, advertises, markets, distributes and/or sells the 

Products in New York and throughout the United States. 

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS 
 
Overview of Defendant’s Deceptive Business Practices 
 

12. The global juice market has experienced a significant burst of growth as health-

oriented consumers have turned to natural juices due to their rich nutritional content: which 

includes essential vitamins, minerals, and antioxidants. These perceived health benefits, along 
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with the increasing aversion toward synthetic ingredients, have made fruit juices top contenders 

in the beverage industry.3 Indeed, recent consumer surveys indicate that approximately “half of 

Americans say they seek out natural flavors at least some of the time,” with most of these 

respondents looking for products that are “not artificial or synthetic.”4 In fact, the second largest 

contributing factor toward consumer confidence regarding the safety of food is that it be labeled 

as “Having No Artificial Ingredients.”5 

13. In response to this rise in consumer demand, food and beverage manufacturers 

pivoted by producing fruit juices en masse. Despite this, however, many of these so-called “fruit 

juices” are merely a hoax—containing the same plethora of synthetic ingredients as previous 

food and beverage products. Defendant’s Products falls squarely within this gamut of deceptive 

conduct.  

14. By labeling its Products as being made “In 100% Juice” with “No [Artificial] 

Preservatives,” Defendant deceptively attempts to distinguish itself from other fruit juices that do 

contain additional synthetic preservatives. Defendant’s deceptive marketing is further bolstered 

by the aura of healthiness created by its “Food You Feel Good About” stamp on its Products—

which promises, inter alia, that the food item won't contain any “artificial colors, flavors or 

preservatives.” As discussed in greater depth below, however, Defendant’s Products are neither 

 
3 IMARC, Fruit Juice Market Report by Product Type (100% Fruit Juice, Nectars, Juice Drinks, 
Concentrates, Powdered Juice, and Others), Flavor (Orange, Apple, Mango, Mixed Fruit, and 
Others), Distribution Channel (Supermarkets and Hypermarkets, Convenience Stores, Specialty 
Food Stores, Online Retail, and Others), and Region 2023-2028, 
https://www.imarcgroup.com/fruit-juice-manufacturing-plant (last accessed October 4, 2023).  
4 International Food Information Council, IFIC Survey: From “Chemical-sounding” to “Clean”: 
Consumer Perspectives on Food Ingredients (June 17, 2021), https://foodinsight.org/ific-survey-
from-chemical-sounding-to-clean-consumer-perspectives-on-food-ingredients/ (last accessed 
October 4, 2023). 
5International Food Information Council, 2023 Food & Health Survey (May 23, 2023) at 73, 
https://foodinsight.org/2023-food-and-health-survey/ (last accessed October 4, 2023). 
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contained “In 100% Juice” nor are they free of “[Artificial] Preservatives." 

Overview of Ascorbic Acid and Defendant’s “No [Artificial] Preservatives” Claims 
 

15. Ascorbic acid (also known as Vitamin C) is a popular food additive used for its 

flavoring, nutritional fortification, and preserving functions. Although ascorbic acid can be 

derived from natural sources such as citrus fruits, doing so is prohibitively expensive for 

companies that require the ingredient in large quantities.6 As such, most ascorbic acid is 

commercially produced, and manufactured, through extensive chemical processing.7  In fact, the 

United States Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) found that “all commercial ascorbic acid [is] 

synthetically derived.”8 The reason for this is that, “[w]hile ascorbic acid is naturally produced 

… its reactive nature makes isolation of the substance from natural sources challenging, which 

has resulted in all commercial ascorbic acid being synthetically derived.”9 

16. Ascorbic acid functions as an antioxidant that helps prevent microbial growth and 

oxidation in food products, thereby preserving their color and freshness. Tellingly, the Food and 

Drug Administration (“FDA”) lists “ascorbic acid” under the heading “Subpart D - Chemical 

Preservatives.” 21 C.F.R. § 182.3013. The FDA also specifically regulates the use of ascorbic 

acid for the exact fruit canned products that Defendant manufactures.   The FDA also regulates 

ascorbic acid in the formulation of canned juices. See 21 C.F.R. § 145.115(a)(1)(vi) (permitting 

ascorbic acid to be used in “Canned apricots” as “to preserve color.”); 21 C.F.R. § 

145.135(a)(1)(iv) (permitting ascorbic acid to be used in “Canned fruit cocktail” in order “to 

 
6 Dolchem Quality Chemicals, Ascorbic Acid Journey: From Production to Applications, 
available at: https://www.dolchem.com/blog/ascorbic-acid-journey-from-production-to-
applications/ (last accessed October 4, 2023). 
7 Id. 
8 U.S. Dep’t of Agric., USDA National Organic Program, Ascorbic Acid 3 (2019), 
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/AscorbicAcidTRFinal7172019.pdf (last 
accessed October 4, 2023). 
9 Id.  
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preserve color.”); 21 C.F.R. § 145.135(a)(1)(vi) (permitting ascorbic acid to be used in “Canned 

peaches” in order “to preserve color.”).   Furthermore, the FDA classifies and identifies ascorbic 

acid as a preservative in its Overview of Food Ingredients, Additives, and Colors, on the FDA’s 

website and provides examples of how ascorbic acid is used as a preservative in beverages and 

other products.10 

17. Based on this framework, it is hardly surprising that all of Defendant’s Products 

openly declare that they contain “Ascorbic Acid (Vitamin C) to protect color.” See supra, ¶ 3. 

Nor is it surprising that Defendant lists ascorbic acid as one of the few exceptions “Food You 

Feel Good About” stamp: 

“We allow ingredients that are found in nature even if produced from something 

else.  Examples: citric acid, ascorbic acid (vitamin C), tocopherols (vitamin E) & 

enzymes.” (emphasis added).11 

18.  This point is further bolstered by the fact that Defendant also has a line of 

“Organic” food items. For instance, unlike the Products at issue, Defendant’s “Organic Canned 

 
10 https://public4.pagefreezer.com/browse/FDA/31-12-
2022T07:59/https:/www.fda.gov/food/food-ingredients-packaging/overview-food-ingredients-
additives-colors (last accessed October 4, 2023). 
11 See supra, footnote 2. 
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Sliced Peaches” conspicuously disclose that they contain “Naturally Derived Citric Acid” in 

“compliance with USDA Organic standards.”12 (emphasis added). 

 

19. Based on the foregoing, Defendant’s use of synthetic ascorbic acid in its Products 

renders its “No [Artificial] Preservatives” representations false and misleading.  

Defendant’s False “100% Juice” Claims 
 

20. In addition to its “No [Artificial] Preservatives” misrepresentations, Defendant 

compounds the problem by claiming that the Products are made “In 100% Juice.” As discussed 

above, however, all of Defendant’s Products contain “ascorbic acid” — a non-juice food 

additive. As such, Defendant’s “100% Juice” representations are literally false.  

21. To make matters worse, Defendant’s “100% Juice” misrepresentations also run 

afoul of pertinent FDA regulations. Specifically, the FDA provides that:  

“If the beverage contains 100 percent juice and also contains non-juice 

ingredients… [and] the 100 percent juice declaration appears on a panel of the label 

that does not also bear the ingredient statement, it must be accompanied by the 

phrase “with added — — — — — ,” the blank filled in with a term such as 

“ingredient(s),” “preservative,” or “sweetener,” as appropriate (e.g., “100% juice 

with added sweetener”)[.]”  21 C.F.R. § 101.30(b)(3). 

Defendant’s Products fail to comply with this FDA regulation—thus given the impression that 

the Products are essentially 100% juice beverages (with added fruits). Consumers are 

accustomed to purchasing properly labeled juices. As such, since Defendant fails to disclose that 

its “100% Juice” also contains an added ingredient—as required under the FDA—they are 

further misled into believing that the Products do not contain any non-juice ingredients. 

 
12 https://shop.wegmans.com/product/26542 (last accessed October 4, 2023). 
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Although Plaintiff does not seek to enforce the FDA, Defendant’s non-compliance illustrates its 

misconduct. 

22. The global sale of healthy food products is estimated to be $4 trillion dollars and 

is forecasted to reach $7 trillion by 2025.13 Based on the foregoing, consumers are willing to 

purchase and pay a premium for healthy and clean food items: like the deceptively advertised 

Products. 

23. Defendant’s misleading and deceptive practices proximately caused harm to 

Plaintiff and the proposed class members who suffered an injury in fact and lost money or 

property as a result of Defendant’s deceptive conduct. 

CLASS ACTION ALLEGATIONS 
 

24. Plaintiff brings this action on behalf of himself and all other similarly situated 

persons pursuant to Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 23(a), (b)(1), and (b)(3). Specifically, the 

Classes are defined as: 

25. Nationwide Class: All persons in the United States who, during the maximum 

period of time permitted by law, purchased Defendant’s Products primarily for personal, family 

or household purposes, and not for resale.  

26. New York Subclass: All persons residing in New York who, during the 

maximum period of time permitted by the law, purchased Defendant’s Products primarily for 

personal, family or household purposes, and not for resale.  

27. The Classes do not include (1) Defendant, its officers, and/or its directors; or (2) 

the Judge to whom this case is assigned and the Judge’s staff. 

 
13 Global Wellness Institute, The Global Wellness Economy Stands at $4.4 Trillion Amidst the 
Disruptions of COVID-19; Is Forecast to Reach $7 Trillion by 2025,  
https://www.hospitalitynet.org/news/4108643.html (last accessed October 4, 2023). 
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28. Plaintiff reserves the right to amend the above class definitions and add additional 

classes and subclasses as appropriate based on investigation, discovery, and the specific theories 

of liability. 

29. Community of Interest: There is a well-defined community of interest among 

members of the Classes, and the disposition of the claims of these members of the Classes in a 

single action will provide substantial benefits to all parties and to the Court. 

30. Numerosity: While the exact number of members of the Classes is unknown to 

Plaintiff at this time and can only be determined by appropriate discovery, upon information and 

belief, members of the Classes number in the millions. Members of the Classes may also be 

notified of the pendency of this action by mail and/or publication through the distribution records 

of Defendant and third-party retailers and vendors. 

31. Existence and predominance of common questions of law and fact: Common 

questions of law and fact exist as to all members of the Classes and predominate over any 

questions affecting only individuals of the Classes. These common legal and factual questions 

include, but are not limited to: 

(a) Whether the marketing, advertising, packaging, labeling, and other promotional 

materials for the Products are deceptive; 

(b) Whether Defendant fraudulently induced Plaintiff and the members of the Classes 

into purchasing the Products; 

(c) Whether Plaintiff and the members of the Classes have suffered damages as a 

result of Defendant’s actions and the amount thereof; 

(d) Whether Plaintiff and the members of the Classes are entitled to statutory 

damages; and 
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(e) Whether Plaintiff and the members of the Classes are entitled to attorney’s fees 

and costs. 

32. Typicality: The claims of the named Plaintiff are typical of the claims of other 

members of the Classes in that the named Plaintiff was exposed to Defendant’s false and 

misleading marketing, purchased Defendant’s Products, and suffered a loss as a result of those 

purchases. 

33. Adequacy: Plaintiff will fairly and adequately represent and protect the interests 

of the Classes as required by Federal Rule of Civil Procedure Rule 23(a)(4). Plaintiff is an 

adequate representative of the Classes because he has no interests which are adverse to the 

interests of the members of the Classes. Plaintiff is committed to the vigorous prosecution of this 

action and, to that end, Plaintiff has retained skilled and experienced counsel. 

34. Moreover, the proposed Classes can be maintained because they satisfy both Rule 

23(a) and 23(b)(3) because questions of law or fact common to the Classes predominate over any 

questions affecting only individual members and a Class Action is superior to all other available 

methods of the fair and efficient adjudication of the claims asserted in this action under Federal 

Rule of Civil Procedure 23(b)(3) because: 

(a) The expense and burden of individual litigation makes it economically unfeasible 

for members of the Classes to seek to redress their claims other than through the procedure of a 

class action; 

(b) If separate actions were brought by individual members of the Classes, the 

resulting duplicity of lawsuits would cause members of the Classes to seek to redress their claims 

other than through the procedure of a class action; and 

(c) Absent a class action, Defendant likely will retain the benefits of its wrongdoing, 
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and there would be a failure of justice. 

 
CAUSES OF ACTION 

 
COUNT I 

Violation of State Consumer Protection Statues14 
(On Behalf of Plaintiff and the Nationwide Class) 

 
35. Plaintiff incorporates by reference each of the allegations contained in the 

foregoing paragraphs of this Complaint as though fully set forth herein. 

36. The Consumer Protection Statutes of the Nationwide Class members prohibit the 

use of deceptive, unfair, and misleading business practices in the conduct of trade or commerce. 

37. By the acts and conduct alleged herein, Defendant engaged in deceptive, unfair, 

and misleading acts and practices by misrepresenting that the Products are made “In 100% Juice” 

containing “No [Artificial] Preservatives.” Despite those representations, however, the Products 

 
14 While discovery may alter the following, Plaintiff asserts that the states with similar consumer 
fraud laws under the facts of this case include but are not limited to: Alaska Stat. § 45.50.471, et 
seq.; Ariz. Rev. Stat. §§ 44-1521, et seq.; Ark. Code § 4-88-101, et seq.; Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code 
§ 17200, et seq.; Cal. Civ. Code §1750, et seq.; Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 6-1-101, et seq.; Colo. 
Rev. Stat. Ann. § 6-1-101, et seq.; Conn. Gen Stat. Ann. § 42- 110, et seq.; 6 Del. Code § 2513, 
et seq.; D.C. Code § 28-3901, et seq.; Fla. Stat. Ann.§ 501.201, et seq.; Ga. Code Ann. § 10-1-
390, et seq.; Haw. Rev. Stat. § 480-2, et seq.; Idaho Code. Ann. § 48-601, et seq.; 815 ILCS 
501/1, et seq.; Ind. Code § 24-5-0.5-2, et seq.; Kan. Stat. Ann. § 50-623, et seq.; Ky. Rev. Stat. 
Ann. § 367.110, et seq.; LSA-R.S. 51:1401, et seq.; Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. Tit. 5, § 207, et seq.; 
Md. Code Ann. Com. Law, § 13-301, et seq.; Mass. Gen Laws Ann. Ch. 93A, et seq.;  Mich. 
Comp. Laws Ann. § 445.901, et seq.; Minn. Stat. § 325F, et seq.; Mo. Rev. Stat. § 407, et seq.; 
Neb. Rev. St. §§ 59-1601, et seq.; Nev. Rev. Stat. § 41.600, et seq.; N.H. Rev. Stat. § 358-A:1, et 
seq.; N.J. Stat. Ann. § 56:8, et seq.; N.M. Stat. Ann. § 57-12-1, et seq.; N.Y. Gen. Bus. Law § 
349, et seq.; N.C. Gen Stat. § 75-1.1, et seq.; N.D. Cent. Code § 51-15, et seq.; Ohio Rev. Code 
Ann. § 1345.01, et seq.; Okla. Stat. tit. 15 § 751, et seq.; Or. Rev. Stat. § 646.605, et seq.; 73 P.S. 
§ 201-1, et seq.; R.I. Gen. Laws § 6-13.1- 5.2(B), et seq.; S.C. Code Ann. §§ 39-5- 10, et seq.; 
S.D. Codified Laws § 37-24-1, et seq.; Tenn. Code Ann. § 47-18-101, et seq.; Tex. Code Ann., 
Bus. & Con. § 17.41, et seq.; Utah Code. Ann. § 13-11-175, et seq.; 9 V.S.A. § 2451, et seq.; Va. 
Code Ann. § 59.1-199, et seq.; Wash. Rev. Code § 19.86.010, et seq.; W. Va. Code § 46A, et 
seq.; Wis. Stat. § 100.18, et seq.; and Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 40-12-101, et seq. 
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contain “ascorbic acid”— a non-juice synthetic preservative.  

38. The foregoing deceptive acts and practices were directed at consumers. 

39. The foregoing deceptive acts and practices are misleading in a material way 

because they fundamentally misrepresent the nature and value of the Products. 

40. As a result of Defendant’s deceptive practices, Plaintiff and the Nationwide Class 

members suffered an economic injury because they would not have purchased (or paid a 

premium for) the Products had they known the veracity of Defendant’s misrepresentations. 

41. On behalf of himself and the Nationwide Class members, Plaintiff seeks to 

recover their actual damages, statutory damages, punitive damages, and reasonable attorneys’ 

fees and costs. 

COUNT II 
Violation of New York G.B.L. § 349 

(On Behalf of Plaintiff and the New York Subclass) 
 

42. Plaintiff incorporates by reference each of the allegations contained in the 

foregoing paragraphs of this Complaint as though fully set forth herein. 

43. New York’s General Business Law § 349 prohibits deceptive acts or practices in 

the conduct of any business, trade, or commerce. 

44. In its sale of Products throughout the state of New York, at all relevant times 

herein, Defendant conducted business and trade within the meaning and intendment of New 

York’s General Business Law § 349. 

45. Plaintiff and the New York Subclass members are consumers who purchased the 

Products from Defendant for their personal use.  

46. By the acts and conduct alleged herein, Defendant engaged in deceptive, unfair, 

and misleading acts and practices by representing that the Products are made “In 100% Juice” 
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containing “No [Artificial] Preservatives.” Despite those representations, however, the Products 

contain “ascorbic acid”— a non-juice synthetic preservative.  

47. The foregoing deceptive acts and practices are misleading in a material way 

because they fundamentally misrepresent the nature and value of the Products. 

48. As a result of Defendant’s deceptive practices, Plaintiff and the New York 

Subclass members suffered an economic injury because they would not have purchased (or paid 

a premium for) the Products had they known the veracity of Defendant’s misrepresentations. 

49. On behalf of himself and the New York Subclass members, Plaintiff seeks to 

recover their actual damages or fifty dollars, whichever is greater, three times actual damages, 

and reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs. 

COUNT III 
Violation of New York G.B.L. §350 

(On Behalf of Plaintiff and the New York Subclass) 
 
50. Plaintiff incorporates by reference each of the allegations contained in the 

foregoing paragraphs of this Complaint as though fully set forth herein. 

51. New York’s General Business Law § 350 prohibits false advertising in the 

conduct of any business, trade, or commerce. 

52. Defendant violated New York General Business Law § 350 by representing on the 

packaging of the Products that the Products are made “In 100% Juice” containing “No 

[Artificial] Preservatives.” Despite those representations, however, the Products contain 

“ascorbic acid”— a non-juice synthetic preservative. 

53. The foregoing advertising was directed at consumers and was likely to mislead a 

reasonable consumer acting reasonably under the circumstances. 

54. Defendant’s misrepresentations have resulted in consumer injury or harm to the 

public interest. 
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55. As a result of Defendant’s false advertising, Plaintiff and the New York Subclass 

members suffered an economic injury because they would not have purchased (or paid a 

premium for) the Products had they known the veracity of Defendant’s misrepresentations. 

56. On behalf of himself and the New York Subclass members, Plaintiff seeks to 

recover their actual damages or five hundred dollars, whichever is greater, three times actual 

damages, and reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

 WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, individually and on behalf of all others similarly situated, seeks 

judgment against Defendant, as follows: 

(a) For an order certifying the Classes under Rule 23 of the Federal Rules of Civil 

Procedure; naming Plaintiff as representative of the Classes; and naming Plaintiff’s 

attorneys as Class Counsel to represent the Classes; 

(b) For an order finding in favor of Plaintiff and the Classes on all counts asserted 

herein; 

(c) For compensatory, statutory and punitive damages in amounts to be determined 

by the Court and/or jury; 

(d) For prejudgment interest on all amounts awarded; 

(e) For an order of restitution and all other forms of equitable monetary relief; and 

(f) For an order awarding Plaintiff and the Classes their reasonable attorneys’ fees 

and expenses and costs of suit. 

DEMAND FOR TRIAL BY JURY 

 Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 38(b), Plaintiff demands a trial by jury of any 

and all issues in this action so triable as of right. 
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Dated October 4, 2023    Respectfully submitted,  

GUCOVSCHI ROZENSHTEYN, PLLC 
 

By:  /s/ Adrian Gucovschi 
              Adrian Gucovschi, Esq. 
 
      Adrian Gucovschi 

140 Broadway, Suite 4667   
 New York, NY 10005   
 Tel: (212) 884-4230 

      adrian@gr-firm.com 
 

Counsel for Plaintiff and the Classes 
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___________________________________________________________________________

Does this action include a motion for temporary restraining order or order

to show cause? Yes_     No_    ”
IV. NATURE OF SUIT (Place an “X” in One Box Only)

Citizen of Another State

Citizen or Subject of a

Foreign Country

2 2     Incorporated and Principal Place 5 5
of Business In Another State

3 3     Foreign Nation 6 6

CONTRACT TORTS FORFEITURE/PENALTY BANKRUPTCY OTHER STATUTES

110 Insurance

120 Marine

130 Miller Act

140 Negotiable Instrument

150 Recovery of Overpayment

& Enforcement of Judgment

151 Medicare Act

152 Recovery of Defaulted

Student Loans

(Excludes Veterans)

PERSONAL INJURY

310 Airplane

315 Airplane Product

Liability

320 Assault, Libel &

Slander

330 Federal Employers’
Liability

340 Marine

345 Marine Product

PERSONAL INJURY

365 Personal Injury -

Product Liability

367 Health Care/

Pharmaceutical

Personal Injury

Product Liability

368 Asbestos Personal

Injury Product

Liability

625 Drug Related Seizure

of Property 21 USC 881

690 Other

422 Appeal 28 USC 158

423 Withdrawal

28 USC 157

PROPERTY RIGHTS

820 Copyrights

830 Patent

835 Patent - Abbreviated
New Drug Application

840 Trademark

375 False Claims Act

376 Qui Tam (31 USC

3729(a))

400 State Reapportionment

410 Antitrust

430 Banks and Banking

450 Commerce

460 Deportation

470 Racketeer Influenced and
Corrupt Organizations

153 Recovery of Overpayment

of Veteran’s Benefits

160 Stockholders’ Suits

Liability

350 Motor Vehicle
355 Motor Vehicle

PERSONAL PROPERTY LABOR

✖ 370 Other Fraud 710 Fair Labor Standards
371 Truth in Lending                        Act

880 Defend Trade Secrets

Act of 2016

480 Consumer Credit

(15 USC 1681 or 1692)
485 Telephone Consumer

190 Other Contract Product Liability 380 Other Personal 720 Labor/Management SOCIAL SECURITY Protection Act

195 Contract Product Liability 360 Other Personal Property Damage Relations 861 HIA (1395ff)

196 Franchise Injury 385 Property Damage 740 Railway Labor Act 862 Black Lung (923)
362 Personal Injury - Product Liability 751 Family and Medical 863 DIWC/DIWW (405(g))

Medical Malpractice                                                                    Leave Act 864 SSID Title XVI

REAL PROPERTY CIVIL RIGHTS PRISONER PETITIONS 790 Other Labor Litigation 865 RSI (405(g))

210 Land Condemnation                    440 Other Civil Rights              Habeas Corpus: 791 Employee Retirement

220 Foreclosure 441 Voting 463 Alien Detainee Income Security Act FEDERAL TAX SUITS

230 Rent Lease & Ejectment 442 Employment 510 Motions to Vacate                                                                         870 Taxes (U.S. Plaintiff

240 Torts to Land 443 Housing/                                    Sentence                                                                                                or Defendant)

245 Tort Product Liability Accommodations 530 General 871 IRS—Third Party

290 All Other Real Property              445 Amer. w/Disabilities - 535 Death Penalty                             IMMIGRATION                               26 USC 7609

Employment Other: 462 Naturalization Application
446 Amer. w/Disabilities - 540 Mandamus & Other 465 Other Immigration

Other 550 Civil Rights Actions

448 Education 555 Prison Condition

560 Civil Detainee -

Conditions of

Confinement

V. ORIGIN (Place an “X” in One Box Only)

✖      1 Original 2 Removed from 3     Remanded from 4 Reinstated or 5 Transferred from 6 Multidistrict
Proceeding                  State Court                               Appellate Court                    Reopened                     Another District                  Litigation -

(specify) Transfer

Cite the U.S. Civil Statute under which you are filing (Do not cite jurisdictional statutes unless diversity):

VI. CAUSE OF ACTION 
Brief description of cause:
Unfair and Deceptive Practices

490 Cable/Sat TV

850 Securities/Commodities/

Exchange

890 Other Statutory Actions

891 Agricultural Acts

893 Environmental Matters

895 Freedom of Information

Act
896 Arbitration
899 Administrative Procedure

Act/Review or Appeal of

Agency Decision
950 Constitutionality of

State Statutes

8 Multidistrict
Litigation -
Direct File

VII. REQUESTED IN

COMPLAINT:

✖       CHECK IF THIS IS A CLASS ACTION
UNDER RULE 23, F.R.Cv.P.

DEMAND $

5,000,001.00

CHECK YES only if demanded in complaint:

JURY DEMAND: ✖     Yes No

VIII. RELATED CASE(S)

IF ANY (See instructions):

DATE

JUDGE DOCKET NUMBER

SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY OF RECORD

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

RECEIPT # AMOUNT APPLYING IFP JUDGE MAG. JUDGE
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Adrian Gucovschi Jonas Hernandez

Yes No

CERTIFICATION OF ARBITRATION ELIGIBILITY
Local Arbitration Rule 83.7 provides that with certain exceptions, actions seeking money damages only in an amount not in excess of $150,000,
exclusive of interest and costs, are eligible for compulsory arbitration. The amount of damages is presumed to be below the threshold amount unless a
certification to the contrary is filed.

Case is Eligible for Arbitration

I, __________________________________________, counsel for____________________________, do hereby certify that the above captioned civil action is ineligible for
compulsory arbitration for the following reason(s):

monetary damages sought are in excess of $150,000, exclusive of interest and costs,

the complaint seeks injunctive relief,

the matter is otherwise ineligible for the following reason

DISCLOSURE STATEMENT - FEDERAL RULES CIVIL PROCEDURE 7.1

Identify any parent corporation and any publicly held corporation that owns 10% or more or its stocks:

Plaintiff certifies that he is not affiliated with any corporations.
Plaintiff certifies that he is a citizen of the State of New York residing in Brooklyn, New York.

RELATED CASE STATEMENT (Section VIII on the Front of this Form)

Please list all cases that are arguably related pursuant to Division of Business Rule 50.3.1 in Section VIII on the front of this form. Rule 50.3.1 (a) provides that “A civil case is “related”
to another civil case for purposes of this guideline when, because of the similarity of facts and legal issues or because the cases arise from the same transactions or events, a
substantial saving of judicial resources is likely to result from assigning both cases to the same judge and magistrate judge.” Rule 50.3.1 (b) provides that “ A civil case shall not be
deemed “related” to another civil case merely because the civil case: (A) involves identical legal issues, or (B) involves the same parties.” Rule 50.3.1 (c) further provides that
“Presumptively, and subject to the power of a judge to determine otherwise pursuant to paragraph (d), civil cases shall not be deemed to be “related” unless both cases are still
pending before the court.”

NY-E DIVISION OF BUSINESS RULE 1(c)

1.)

2.)

 Is the civil action being filed in the Eastern District removed from a New York State Court located in Nassau or Suffolk 
County? Yes No

If you answered “no” above:
a) Did the events or omissions giving rise to the claim or claims, or a substantial part thereof, occur in Nassau or Suffolk
County? Yes No

b) Did the events or omissions giving rise to the claim or claims, or a substantial part thereof, occur in the Eastern
District? Yes No

c) If this is a Fair Debt Collection Practice Act case, specify the County in which the offending communication was
received: _.

If your answer to question 2 (b) is “No,” does the defendant (or a majority of the defendants, if there is more than one) reside in Nassau or
Suffolk County, or, in an interpleader action, does the claimant (or a majority of the claimants, if there is more than one) reside in Nassau or
Suffolk County?_____ ____________ ________________

(Note: A corporation shall be considered a resident of the County in which it has the most significant contacts).

BAR ADMISSION

I am currently admitted in the Eastern District of New York and currently a member in good standing of the bar of this court.

Yes No

Are you currently the subject of any disciplinary action (s) in this or any other state or federal court?

Yes (If yes, please explain No

I certify the accuracy of all information provided above.

Signature: ____________________________________________________

Last Modified: 11/27/2017

X

X

x

x

x

x

x
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12)  Summons in a Civil Action

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
for the

__________ District of __________ 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Plaintiff(s)

v. Civil Action No.

Defendant(s)

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION

To: (Defendant’s name and address)

A lawsuit has been filed against you.

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ.
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.  The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney,
whose name and address are:

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court.

Date:
Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk

BRENNA B. MAHONEY
CLERK OF COURT

      Eastern District of New York

Jonas Hernandez, individually and on behalf of all 
others similarly situated,

1:23-cv-7450

Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.

100 Wegmans Market Street
Legal Department
Rochester, New York 14624

Gucovschi Rozenshteyn, PLLC
140 Boardway, Suite 4667
New York, New York, 10005
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12)  Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2)

Civil Action No.

PROOF OF SERVICE

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l))

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any)

was received by me on (date) .

’ I personally served the summons on the individual at (place)

on (date) ; or

’ I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name)

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there,

on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or

’ I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is

 designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization)

on (date) ; or

’ I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or

’ Other (specify):

.

My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ .

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true.

Date:
Server’s signature

Printed name and title

Server’s address

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc:

1:23-cv-7450

0.00
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