
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

 
CASE NO.:  

 
ERNESTO LOPEZ, individually and on  
behalf of all others similarly situated, 
 
 Plaintiff, 
 
v.  
 
SIXT RENT-A-CAR, LLC.  
  
 Defendant.  
_______________________________________ /  
 

CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT 
 

 Plaintiff Ernesto Lopez (“Plaintiff”) brings this action, on behalf of himself and all others 

similarly situated in Florida and Nationwide, against Sixt Rent-A-Car, LLC (“Sixt”), for damages 

and other relief, and states: 

INTRODUCTION 
 

1. This concerns the business practices of the Defendant Sixt, whereby Sixt has 

extracted millions of additional dollars from consumers, through an unfair and deceptive self-

enrichment scheme. Sixt obtained a “Supplemental Liability Excess Policy” (“SLI Policy") from 

insurers, for sale to individual renters at sums far in excess of the actual amounts remitted to those 

insurers by Sixt following sale of an SLI Policy to a renter. The premiums paid by renters to Sixt 

and not remitted to the carriers constitute an undisclosed profit for Sixt. 

2. Sixt’s representations regarding the premium charged for the SLI Policy creates in 

a reasonable consumer the false impression that the charge for the SLI Policy is passed through to 

the insurance company and used solely to pay for SLI for the benefit of the renter. In truth, Sixt 

secures that insurance through group policies for a fraction of the cost charged to the consumer 

and pockets nearly all of the charge paid by the renter. The result is that Sixt generates substantial 
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profits from its customers’ purchases of insurance policies through undisclosed and unfair charges.  

3. Sixt’s conduct alleged herein is a systematic pattern of conduct to defraud 

consumers and increase revenues. The deceptive conduct emanates from Sixt’s headquarters in Ft. 

Lauderdale, Florida from where the scheme and the associated representations were designed, 

marketed and distributed. 

4. Sixt’s sale of the SLI is objectively likely to deceive any reasonable consumer into 

believing the charge for the SLI reflects the cost of the insurance coverage being passed through 

to that insurer. See Bowe v. Public Storage, 106 F. Supp. 3d 1252, 1258-59, 1270 (S.D. Fla. 2015) 

(concluding that a reasonable factfinder could find it was a deceptive practice for Public Storage 

to represent that the premiums would be “passed through to the insurance company and then 

secretly retaining a portion of the insurance premiums for itself”). 

5. Florida courts have consistently found this sort of a deceptive hidden retention 

actionable under the Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices Act, §501.201, et seq., Florida 

Statutes ("FDUTPA") and actionable as a breach of contract; Bowe, 106 F. Supp. 3d at 1270 

(FDUTPA); Coleman v. CubeSmart, 328 F. Supp. 3d 1349, 1362, 1366-67 (S.D. Fla. 2018) 

(actionable FDUTPA and breach of contract claims alleged where the defendant's representations 

could leave a reasonable consumer with the net impression of a pass-through charge); Maor v. 

Dollar Thrifting Auto. Grp., Inc. 303 F. Supp. 3d 1320, 1324 (S.D. Fla. 2017 (same); accord 

Harrison v. Lee Auto Holdings, Inc., 295 So.3d 857 (Fla. 1st DCA 2020) (actionable FDUTPA 

claim presented by representing that electronic filing fee for title and registration was a pass-

through charge payable to government or third-party vendor); Latman v. Costa Cruise Lines, N.V., 

758 So.2d 699 (Fla. 3d DCA 2000) (actionable FDUTPA claim stated against cruise line that 

secretly retained a portion of funds collected from consumers as port charges). 
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6. In addition to violating the FDUTPA, Sixt has breached its contract by 

overcharging the cost of SLI and violating the covenant of good faith and fair dealing; Sixt has 

fraudulently misrepresented the price of the SLI Policies, for which Sixt is liable; and Sixt has 

been unjustly enriched. Plaintiff accordingly asserts his claims on behalf of himself, a nationwide 

class and a subclass of all similarly situated Florida residents. 

PARTIES 

7. The Plaintiff Ernesto Lopez is domiciled in Seminole County, Florida and is thus a 

citizen of the State of Florida. 

8. Defendant, Sixt Rent A Car, LLC, is a Delaware corporation and U.S. based 

subsidiary of its parent company Sixt S.E.  Sixt Rent A Car, LLC is the primary entity responsible 

for Sixt’s U.S. vehicle rental operations, and is headquartered in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Sixt is 

thus a citizen of both Delaware and Florida. 

9. This Court possesses jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 

§1332(d)(2)(A) because (a) the Plaintiff is a member of the putative classes consisting of at least 

100 members; (b) a member of the class of Plaintiffs is a citizen of a state different from the 

Defendant; (c) the amount - in - controversy is in excess $5 million exclusive of interest and costs; 

and (d) none of the exceptions under §1332 apply to this claim. 

10. Venue is proper in the Southern District of Florida pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1391 

because a substantial portion of the acts and course of conduct giving rise to the claims occurred 

within this District, and under 18 U.S.C. §1965(a), because the Defendants are subject to personal 

jurisdiction in this District. 

 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

11. Plaintiff and Class members agreed to rent vehicles from Sixt for a daily market 
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rate plus applicable car and sales taxes.  

12. Plaintiff and Class members also agreed to purchase SLI in the form of money 

consideration in exchange for Sixt’s promise to provide an SLI Policy issued by third-party 

insurance carriers.  

13. The SLI product is presented by Sixt as a separate insurance product sold by third-

party insurance companies for a premium rate.  

14. Based on Sixt’s presentation of the insurance, it is reasonable for consumers to 

believe that the SLI premium rate was passed through completely to the third-party insurance 

company and not retained by Sixt as additional profit. 

15.  For example, each renter who purchases SLI is to be provided with a copy of an 

insurance brochure explaining the SLI coverages. The brochures state that the SLI is provided by 

third-party insurance companies and expressly state that the SLI is underwritten by the third-party 

insurance companies. The brochures explain that the insurance company, not Sixt, will indemnify 

the renter for loss related to liability for bodily injury and property damage. There is no indication 

that Sixt would retain a significant portion of the premiums paid for the SLI. 

16. The rental contracts and invoices for the rentals denote the SLI as a separate line 

item, sold at a separate price, from the rental car price. The rental contracts and invoices label the 

SLI product as exempt from both rental car tax and sales tax, suggesting that the premium paid by 

the customer is not an additional charge for the rental vehicle, which is subject to both sales tax 

and rental car tax.  

17. Customers are never informed that Sixt retains most of the premium paid for the 

SLI. The totality of the circumstances leaves the reasonable impression in the consumer that the 

SLI charges would be passed through to the insurance company, when in fact, most of the premium 

is used by Sixt as an untaxed and undisclosed profit for Sixt.  
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18. Nevertheless, every time a customer elects to purchase SLI, Sixt retains a 

substantial share of the daily premium paid by the consumer. Sixt’s share of these insurance 

premiums generates substantial revenues and profits for the company.  

19. From Florida, Plaintiff Ernesto Lopez reserved the rental of a Sixt vehicle in 

Denver, Colorado, from April 12, through April 14, 2019. Plaintiff Lopez agreed to rent the vehicle 

for a daily rental rate of $43.58, for a total rental rate of $130.73, subject to a 3.5% rental car tax 

and a 9.25% sales tax. Plaintiff Lopez agreed to purchase SLI at a daily which he believed would 

be passed through completely to a third-party insurance company. In reality, Sixt remitted only a 

small fraction of the amount Lopez paid for the SLI to the insurance company for the purchase of 

SLI on Plaintiff Lopez’s Colorado rental.  

20. From Florida, Plaintiff Lopez also reserved the rental of a Sixt vehicle in San 

Francisco, California from May 2 through May 5, 2019. Plaintiff Lopez agreed to rent this vehicle 

for a daily rental rate of $63.25, for a total of $126.50, subject to a 2% specific ownership tax and 

a 8.5% sales tax. Plaintiff Lopez agreed to purchase SLI as part of a package, which included SLI 

sold at a daily rate which he believed would be passed through completely to a third-party 

insurance company. In reality, Sixt remitted only a small fraction of the amount Lopez paid for the 

SLI to the insurance company for the purchase of SLI on Plaintiff Lopez’s California rental.  

21. Because Sixt secreted from its customers its business practice of not remitting the 

full amount charged to renters for SLI coverage to the SLI carriers, Lopez was unaware of and did 

not discover until October of 2021, that Sixt had breached its aforementioned rental agreements 

with him and that he had been defrauded.  

22. Thus, for each of the aforementioned rentals, Lopez was charged amounts 

significantly in excess of the amounts Sixt represented to him as the cost of the insurance and 

significantly in excess of the amounts paid by Sixt to the SLI carriers for said insurance. 
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CLASS ALLEGATIONS 

23. Paragraphs 1-22 are hereby incorporated by reference. 

24. This Complaint is brought as a class action pursuant to Fed R. Civ. P. 23(a), (b)(2) 

and (b)(3). 

25. Plaintiffs brings this action on behalf of the following Classes: 

•All customers who rented a vehicle from Sixt in the U.S., who purchased SLI 
coverage, which insurance was sold at the rental counter price, and who have 
been adjudicated as not subject to arbitration or whose rental contracts did not 
include an arbitration provision (“National Class”). 
 
•All Florida residents who rented a vehicle from Sixt who purchased SLI 
coverage which insurance was sold at the rental counter price, and who have 
been adjudicated as not subject to arbitration or whose rental contracts did not 
include an arbitration provision (“Florida Class”). 
 

26. Excluded from the Classes are the Defendant, its officers, employees, agents and 

affiliates ("excluded persons"), their subsidiaries, legal representatives, heirs, successors and 

assigns, and any of Plaintiff’s counsel, their officers, employees, agents, legal representatives, 

heirs, successors, and assigns. 

27.  Plaintiff is informed and believe that the Classes of persons affected by 

Defendant’s unlawful acts consist of tens of thousands of people and are so numerous that joinder 

of all Class Members is impracticable. Thus, the numerosity requirements under Rule 23(a)(1) are 

satisfied. 

28. The unlawful business practices alleged herein were standardized, uniform 

practices employed by Defendant that resulted in unlawful and deceptive sales of SLI Policies to 

thousands of the putative National Class Members and Florida Class Members because Sixt 

collected and pocketed excess amounts paid by Plaintiff and Class Members for the SLI Policies. 

In doing so, Sixt deceptively, unfairly, and uniformly breached its contracts with all Class 

Members.  
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29. The Plaintiff Lopez is a member of the National Class and the Florida Class.  His 

claims are typical of the claims of the Class Members, and he will fairly and adequately protect 

the interests of the Class Members. Plaintiff’s interests are coincident with and not antagonistic to 

those of the other Class Members. Plaintiff is subject to the same material affirmative defenses 

and is asserting the same claims as all Class Members, such that Rule 23(a)(3) and (4) are satisfied.  

30. The Defendant has acted or refused to act on grounds generally applicable to the 

Classes, thereby making appropriate final injunctive relief with respect to the Classes as a whole 

pursuant to Rule 23(b)(2).  

31. Pursuant to Rule 23(b)(3), the class action is superior to the other available methods 

for the fair and efficient adjudication of the controversy because, among other things, it is desirable 

to concentrate the litigation of the Class Members' claims in one forum since it will conserve party 

and judicial resources and facilitate the consistency of adjudications. Furthermore, damages 

suffered by individual Class Members may be small, their interest in maintaining separate actions 

is questionable and the expense and burden of individual litigation makes it impracticable for them 

to seek individual redress for the wrongs done to them. Plaintiff knows of no difficulty that would 

be encountered in the management of this case that would preclude its maintenance as a class-

action.  

32. There exist numerous common questions of law and fact in this action within the 

meaning of Fed. R. Civ. P. 23(a)(2), which predominate over any questions affecting only 

individual Class Members within the meaning of Rule 23(b)(3).  

33. Common questions of law in fact include, but are not limited to: 

a. Whether Defendant Sixt materially breached contracts to procure SLI Policies 
based on the actual cost when the amount charged was not used for the 
designated purpose and was not based on the actual cost. 
 
b. Whether Defendant Sixt uniformly collects and charges a higher amount for 
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SLI coverage than that remitted to the SLI carriers. 
 
c.  Whether the aforementioned practice constitutes a violation of FDUTPA or 
a fraudulent misrepresentation.  

 

34. Certification of the classes under Rule 23(b)(3) of the Federal Rules of Civil 

Procedure is also appropriate in that: 

a. The questions of law and fact, common to members of the Classes 
predominate over any questions affecting an individual member. 
 
b. A class action is superior to other available methods for the fair and efficient 
adjudication of the controversy. 

 

35. Certification of the Classes under Rule 23(b)(2) is also appropriate since Sixt has 

acted and refused to act on grounds generally applicable to the Classes by engaging in a common 

course of conduct of uniformly charging excess amounts to Plaintiff and the unnamed members of 

the Classes, thereby making appropriate final injunctive relief or declaratory relief with respect to 

the Classes as a whole. 

COUNT I:  
BREACH OF CONTRACT  
(On behalf of Florida Class) 

 

36. Paragraphs 1 – 35 are hereby incorporated by reference. 

37. Plaintiff and Class Members entered into rental contracts with Sixt, whereby 

Plaintiff and members of the Florida Class agreed to rent a vehicle at a daily market rate for use of 

the rental, plus applicable taxes.  

38. Plaintiffs and Class Members agreed to pay premiums for the purchase of SLI, and 

Sixt agreed to collect premiums in an amount to be remitted to the SLI carriers. 

39. Sixt represented the SLI as a product sold by third-party insurance companies and 

created the reasonable impression that the premium collected for the SLI would be completely 
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passed through to the insurance company.  

40. In reality, Sixt retained well over 60% of the premium collected for the SLI and 

added that amount as undisclosed and untaxed profit for Sixt.  

41. This is a breach of the contractually agreed-upon rental rate and a breach of the 

covenant of good faith and fair dealing.  

42. Sixt collected sums in an amount higher than the amount Sixt represented as the 

cost of the insurance and the amount which Sixt represented would be remitted to the SLI carriers. 

Sixt’s charging of a fee designated for the purchase of SLI, when the majority of the fee was not 

used for that purpose and was instead used by Sixt as additional profit for the rental, constitutes a 

breach of contract. 

43. Because of Sixt’s breach, Plaintiff and the members of the Florida Class suffered 

harm in the form of the excess cost of SLI coverage above that which was remitted by Sixt to the 

SLI carriers for said coverage. 

44. Plaintiff and the putative members of the Florida Class are owed restitution of the 

excess premiums Sixt collected in breach of the rental contract. 

 

COUNT II:  
BREACH OF CONTRACT  

(On behalf of National Class) 
 

45. Paragraphs 1 – 35 are hereby incorporated by reference. 

46. Plaintiff and Class Members entered into rental contracts with Sixt, whereby 

Plaintiff and members of the National Class agreed to rent a vehicle at a daily market rate for use 

of the rental, plus applicable taxes.  

47. Plaintiffs and Class Members agreed to pay premiums for the purchase of SLI, and 
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Sixt agreed to collect premiums in an amount to be remitted to the SLI carriers. 

48. Sixt represented the SLI as a product sold by third-party insurance companies and 

created the reasonable impression that the premium collected for the SLI would be completely 

passed through to the insurance company.  

49. In reality, Sixt retained most of the premium collected for the SLI and added that 

amount as undisclosed and untaxed profit for Sixt.  

50. This is a breach of the contractually agreed-upon rental rate and a breach of the 

covenant of good faith and fair dealing.  

51. Sixt collected sums in an amount higher than the amount Sixt represented as the 

cost of the insurance and the amount which Sixt represented would be remitted to the SLI carriers. 

Sixt’s charging of a fee designated for the purchase of SLI, when the majority of the fee was not 

used for that purpose and was instead used by Sixt as additional profit for the rental, constitutes a 

breach of contract. 

52. Because of Sixt’s breach, Plaintiff and the members of the National Class suffered 

harm in the form of the excess cost of SLI coverage above that which was remitted by Sixt to the 

SLI carriers for said coverage. 

53. Plaintiff and the putative members of the National Class are owed restitution of the 

excess premiums Sixt collected in breach of the rental contract. 

COUNT III 
VIOLATION OF THE FLORIDA DECEPTIVE AND UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES 

ACT (On behalf of Florida Class) 
 

54. Paragraphs 1 – 35 are hereby incorporated by reference. 

55. This cause of action is brought pursuant to the Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade 

Practices Act, Section 501.201, Fla. Stat., et seq. ("FDUTPA”). The stated purpose of the FDUTPA 
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is to "protect the consuming public . . . from those who engage in unfair methods of competition, 

or unconscionable, deceptive, or unfair acts or practices in the conduct of any trade or commerce." 

§ 501.202(2), Fla. Stat. 

56. Plaintiff and Class Members are consumers as defined by Section 501.203, Fla. 

Stat. Sixt is engaged in a trade or commerce within the meaning of the FDUTPA. 

57. Florida Statute Section 501.204(1) declares unlawful "[u]nfair methods of 

competition, unconscionable acts or practices, and unfair or deceptive acts or practices in the 

conduct of any trade or commerce." 

58. Sixt's unfair and deceptive practices as described herein are objectively likely to 

mislead – and have misled – consumers acting reasonably in the circumstances. 

59. Sixt has violated the FDUTPA by engaging in unfair and deceptive practices as 

described herein, which offend public policies and are immoral, unethical, unscrupulous and 

injurious to consumers. 

60. Plaintiff and consumers in the Florida Class have been aggrieved by Sixt's unfair 

and deceptive practices and acts of false advertising because in paying the cost of the SLI Policies 

sold by Sixt in connection with the rental of a Sixt vehicle, Plaintiff and the Class Members have 

parted with money under the false pretense that the sums paid for the SLI coverage represented 

the costs of the coverage remitted to the SLI carriers. 

61. The harm suffered by Plaintiff and consumers in the Florida Class was directly and 

proximately caused by the deceptive and unfair practices of Sixt, as more fully described herein. 

62. Pursuant to §501.211(2) and §501.2105 Fla. Stat., Plaintiff and consumers in the 

Florida Class make claims for actual damages, attorneys’ fees and costs. 

63. Sixt still utilizes many of the deceptive acts and practices described herein and is 

still secretly retaining money from every SLI Policy it sells. Plaintiff and other Members of the 
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Classes have suffered and will continue to suffer irreparable harm if Sixt continues to engage in 

such deceptive, unfair and unreasonable practices. Section 501.211(1) entitles Plaintiff and the 

Classes to obtain both declaratory or injunctive relief to put an end to Sixt's unfair and deceptive 

scheme. 

COUNT IV 
VIOLATION OF THE FLORIDA DECEPTIVE AND UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES 

ACT (On behalf of National Class) 
 

64. Paragraphs 1 – 35 are hereby incorporated by reference. 

65. This cause of action is brought pursuant to the Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade 

Practices Act, Section 501.201, Fla. Stat., et seq. ("FDUTPA”). The stated purpose of the FDUTPA 

is to "protect the consuming public . . . from those who engage in unfair methods of competition, 

or unconscionable, deceptive, or unfair acts or practices in the conduct of any trade or commerce." 

§ 501.202(2), Fla. Stat. 

66. Plaintiff and Class Members are consumers as defined by Section 501.203, Fla. 

Stat. Sixt is engaged in a trade or commerce within the meaning of the FDUTPA. 

67. Florida Statute Section 501.204(1) declares unlawful "[u]nfair methods of 

competition, unconscionable acts or practices, and unfair or deceptive acts or practices in the 

conduct of any trade or commerce." 

68. Sixt's unfair and deceptive practices as described herein are objectively likely to 

mislead – and have misled – consumers acting reasonably in the circumstances. 

69. Sixt has violated the FDUTPA by engaging in unfair and deceptive practices as 

described herein, from within Florida, which offend public policies and are immoral, unethical, 

unscrupulous and injurious to consumers. The deceptive conduct emanates from Sixt’s 

headquarters in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida from where the scheme and the associated representations 
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were designed, marketed and distributed. 

70. Plaintiff and consumers in the National Class have been aggrieved by Sixt's unfair 

and deceptive practices and acts of false advertising because in paying the cost of the SLI Policies 

sold by Sixt in connection with the rental of a Sixt vehicle, Plaintiff and the Class Members have 

parted with money under the false pretense that the sums paid for the SLI coverage represented 

the costs of the coverage remitted to the SLI carriers. 

71. The harm suffered by Plaintiff and consumers in the National Class was directly 

and proximately caused by the deceptive and unfair practices of Sixt, as more fully described 

herein. 

72. Pursuant to §501.211(2) and §501.2105 Fla. Stat., Plaintiff and consumers in the 

Florida Class make claims for actual damages, attorneys’ fees and costs. 

73. Sixt still utilizes many of the deceptive acts and practices described herein and is 

still secretly retaining money from every SLI Policy it sells. Plaintiff and other Members of the 

National Class have suffered and will continue to suffer irreparable harm if Sixt continues to 

engage in such deceptive, unfair and unreasonable practices. Section 501.211(1) entitles Plaintiff 

and the National Class to obtain both declaratory or injunctive relief to put an end to Sixt's unfair 

and deceptive scheme. 

COUNT V 
 FRAUDULENT MISREPRESENTATION AGAINST SIXT 

(On Behalf of Florida Class) 
 

74. Paragraphs 1-35 are hereby incorporated by reference. 

75. Sixt’s deceptive practices as described herein of fraudulently misrepresenting the 

premium rates for the SLI Policies constitutes a fraudulent misrepresentation. 

76. In misrepresenting the true costs of the SLI policies sold, Sixt knowingly made 
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false statement of material fact with the intention that Plaintiffs and the Class Members purchase 

the SLI policies at that price and Plaintiff and the Class Members acted in reliance on the 

misrepresentation by purchasing SLI policies. 

77. The harm suffered by Plaintiff and the Class Members was directly and proximately 

caused by the fraudulent misrepresentations of Sixt, more fully described herein. 

COUNT V 
 FRAUDULENT MISREPRESENTATION AGAINST SIXT 

(On Behalf of National Class) 
 

78. Paragraphs 1-35 are hereby incorporated by reference. 

79. Sixt’s deceptive practices as described herein of fraudulently misrepresenting the 

premium rates for the SLI Policies constitutes a fraudulent misrepresentation. 

80. In misrepresenting the true costs of the SLI policies sold, Sixt knowingly made 

false statement of material fact with the intention that Plaintiffs and the Class Members purchase 

the SLI policies at that price and Plaintiff and the Class Members acted in reliance on the 

misrepresentation by purchasing SLI policies. 

81. The harm suffered by Plaintiff and the Class Members was directly and proximately 

caused by the fraudulent misrepresentations of Sixt, more fully described herein. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 
 

 WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for a judgment on behalf of themselves and the Classes: 

 A.  Certifying the Classes as requested herein; 
 
 B.  Awarding actual, direct and compensatory damages; 
 
 C.  Awarding restitution and disgorgement of revenues if warranted; 
 
 D.  Awarding declaratory relief as permitted by law or equity, including   
  declaring Sixt's practices as set forth herein to be unlawful; 
 
 E.  Awarding injunctive relief as permitted by law or equity, including   
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  enjoining Sixt from continuing those unlawful practices as set forth herein,  
  and directing Sixt to identify, with Court supervision, victims of its conduct  
 and pay them all money as required to pay; 
 
 F.  Awarding statutory damages, as appropriate; 
 
 G.  Awarding attorneys’ fees and costs; and  
 
 H.  Providing such further relief as may be just and proper. 
 

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 
 
 Plaintiff hereby demands a jury trial as to all claims so triable. 
     
  
Dated: February 14, 2023    Respectfully submitted: 
 

/s/ Amy L. Judkins  
Amy L. Judkins 
Florida Bar No.: 125046 
Edmund A. Normand 
Florida Bar No.: 865590 
NORMAND PLLC  
3165 McCrory Place, Ste. 175 
Orlando, Florida 32803 
Tel: 407-603-6031 
E-Mail: amy.judkins@normandpllc.com   
E-Mail: ed@normandpllc.com   
E-Mail: ean@normandpllc.com  

 
Christopher J. Lynch, Esq. 
Florida Bar No.: 331041 
CHRISTOPHER J. LYNCH, P.A. 
6915 Red Road, Ste. 208 
Coral Gables, FL 33143 
Tel: 312.967.3653 
E-mail: clynch@hunterlynchlaw.com 
E-mail: lmartinez@hunterlynchlaw.com 

      
       Attorneys for Plaintiff  
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☐ 120 Marine ☐ 310 Airplane ☐ 365 Personal Injury  -   of Property 21 USC 881 ☐ 423 Withdrawal ☐ 376 Qui Tam (31 USC 3729(a))
☐ 130 Miller Act ☐ 315 Airplane Product   Product Liability ☐ 690 Other   28 USC 157 400 State Reapportionment
☐ 140 Negotiable Instrument   Liability ☐ 367 Health Care/ ☐ 410 Antitrust
☐ 150 Recovery of Overpayment ☐ 320 Assault, Libel &  Pharmaceutical INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

RIGHTS ☐ 430 Banks and Banking 
 & Enforcement of Judgment   Slander  Personal Injury ☐ 820 Copyrights ☐ 450 Commerce

☐ 151 Medicare Act ☐ 330 Federal Employers’  Product Liability ☐ 830 Patent ☐ 460 Deportation
☐ 152 Recovery of Defaulted

Student Loans   Liability 
☐

368 Asbestos Personal 
Injury Product Liability 

☐ 835 Patent – Abbreviated
New Drug Application ☐ 470 Racketeer Influenced 

and Corrupt Organizations

(Excl. Veterans) ☐ 340 Marine
☐ 840 Trademark

☐ 480 Consumer Credit 
(15 USC 1681 or 1692) ☐ 880 Defend Trade Secrets

Act of 2016
☐ 153 Recovery of Overpayment ☐ 345 Marine Product LABOR SOCIAL SECURITY ☐ 485 Telephone Consumer 

Protection Act (TCPA)
of Veteran’s Benefits   Liability   PERSONAL PROPERTY ☐ 710 Fair Labor Standards Acts ☐ 861 HIA (1395ff) ☐ 490 Cable/Sat TV

☐ 160 Stockholders’ Suits ☐ 350 Motor Vehicle ☐ 720 Labor/Mgmt. Relations ☐ 862 Black Lung (923) ☐ 850 Securities/Commodities/
☐ 190 Other Contract ☐ 355 Motor Vehicle ☐ 740 Railway Labor Act ☐ 863 DIWC/DIWW (405(g)) Exchange
☐ 195 Contract Product Liability  Product Liability ☐ 751 Family and Medical ☐ 864 SSID Title XVI ☐ 890 Other Statutory Actions
☐ 196 Franchise ☐ 360 Other Personal   Leave Act ☐ 865 RSI (405(g)) ☐ 891 Agricultural Acts

 Injury ☐ 790 Other Labor Litigation ☐ 893 Environmental Matters
☐ 362 Personal Injury -

☐ 370 Other Fraud
☐ 371 Truth in Lending
☐ 380 Other Personal

Property Damage
☐ 385 Property Damage

Product Liability ☐ 791 Employee Retirement ☐ 895 Freedom of Information Act
Med. Malpractice Income Security Act ☐ 896 Arbitration

 REAL PROPERTY CIVIL RIGHTS   PRISONER PETITIONS FEDERAL TAX SUITS ☐ 899 Administrative Procedure
☐ 210 Land Condemnation ☐ 440 Other Civil Rights Habeas Corpus: ☐ 870 Taxes (U.S. Plaintiff or

Defendant)
Act/Review or Appeal of
Agency Decision

☐ 220 Foreclosure ☐ 441 Voting ☐ 463 Alien Detainee ☐ 871 IRS—Third Party 26 USC
7609 ☐ 950 Constitutionality of 

State Statutes
☐ 230 Rent Lease & Ejectment ☐ 442 Employment ☐ 510 Motions to Vacate 

Sentence
☐ 240 Torts to Land ☐ 443 Housing/

Accommodations ☐ 530 General
☐ 245 Tort Product Liability ☐ 445 Amer. w/Disabilities - ☐ 535 Death Penalty IMMIGRATION 
☐ 290 All Other Real Property  Employment Other: ☐ 462 Naturalization Application 

☐ 446 Amer. w/Disabilities - ☐ 540 Mandamus & Other ☐ 465 Other Immigration
 Other ☐ 550 Civil Rights  Actions 

☐ 448 Education ☐ 555 Prison Condition

☐ 
560 Civil Detainee –
Conditions of
Confinement

V. ORIGIN    (Place an “X” in One Box Only) 
Transferred from 
another district 
(specify) 

☐ 6  Multidistrict
Litigation
Transfer

8 
 

 
Multidistrict 
Litigation  
– Direct 
File

☐ 9 Remanded from
Appellate Court

☐ 1 Original
Proceeding

☐ 2 Removed 
from State
Court 

☐ 3 Re-filed
(See VI
below) 

☐ 4 Reinstated 
or
Reopened 

☐ 5 ☐ 7 Appeal to 
District Judge
from Magistrate 
Judgment 

☐

VI. RELATED/
RE-FILED CASE(S)

(See instructions):  a) Re-filed Case    ☐YES   ☐ NO    b) Related Cases   ☐YES   ☐ NO 
    JUDGE:       DOCKET NUMBER: 

VII. CAUSE OF ACTION
Cite the U.S. Civil Statute under which you are filing and Write a Brief Statement of Cause  (Do not cite jurisdictional statutes unless diversity): 

LENGTH OF TRIAL via   days estimated (for both sides to try entire case) 
VIII. REQUESTED IN

COMPLAINT:
CHECK IF THIS IS A CLASS ACTION 
UNDER F.R.C.P. 23 DEMAND $ CHECK YES only if demanded in complaint: 

JURY DEMAND:  ☐ Yes ☐ No 
ABOVE INFORMATION IS TRUE & CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE 
DATE SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY OF RECORD 
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JS 44   (Rev. 04/21)  FLSD Revised 12/02/2022  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ATTORNEYS COMPLETING CIVIL COVER SHEET FORM JS 44 

Authority For Civil Cover Sheet 

 The JS 44 civil cover sheet and the information contained herein neither replaces nor supplements the filings and service of pleading or other papers as required 
by law, except as provided by local rules of court.  This form, approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in September 1974, is required for the 
use of the Clerk of Court for the purpose of initiating the civil docket sheet.  Consequently, a civil cover sheet is submitted to the Clerk of Court for each civil 
complaint filed.  The attorney filing a case should complete the form as follows: 

I. (a) Plaintiffs-Defendants.  Enter names (last, first, middle initial) of plaintiff and defendant.  If the plaintiff or defendant is a government agency, use
only the full name or standard abbreviations.  If the plaintiff or defendant is an official within a government agency, identify first the agency and then the official, 
giving both name and title.

(b) County of Residence.  For each civil case filed, except U.S. plaintiff cases, enter the name of the county where the first listed plaintiff resides at the
time of filing.  In U.S. plaintiff cases, enter the name of the county in which the first listed defendant resides at the time of filing.  (NOTE: In land condemnation 
cases, the county of residence of the “defendant” is the location of the tract of land involved.) 

(c) Attorneys.  Enter the firm name, address, telephone number, and attorney of record.  If there are several attorneys, list them on an attachment, noting
in this section “(see attachment)”. 

II. Jurisdiction.  The basis of jurisdiction is set forth under Rule 8(a), F.R.C.P., which requires that jurisdictions be shown in pleadings.  Place an “X” in
one of the boxes.  If there is more than one basis of jurisdiction, precedence is given in the order shown below.
United States plaintiff.  (1) Jurisdiction based on 28 U.S.C. 1345 and 1348.  Suits by agencies and officers of the United States are included here.
United States defendant.  (2) When the plaintiff is suing the United States, its officers or agencies, place an “X” in this box.
Federal question.  (3) This refers to suits under 28 U.S.C. 1331, where jurisdiction arises under the Constitution of the United States, an amendment to the
Constitution, an act of Congress or a treaty of the United States.  In cases where the U.S. is a party, the U.S. plaintiff or defendant code takes precedence, and
box 1 or 2 should be marked. Diversity of citizenship.  (4) This refers to suits under 28 U.S.C. 1332, where parties are citizens of different states.  When Box 4
is checked, the citizenship of the different parties must be checked.  (See Section III below; federal question actions take precedence over diversity cases.)
 

III. Residence (citizenship) of Principal Parties.  This section of the JS 44 is to be completed if diversity of citizenship was indicated above.  Mark this
section for each principal party.

IV. Nature of Suit.  Nature of Suit. Place an "X" in the appropriate box. If there are multiple nature of suit codes associated with the case, pick the nature of
suit code that is most applicable. Click here for: Nature of Suit Code Descriptions.

V. Origin.  Place an “X” in one of the seven boxes.

Original Proceedings.  (1) Cases which originate in the United States district courts.

Removed from State Court.  (2) Proceedings initiated in state courts may be removed to the district courts under Title 28 U.S.C., Section 1441.  When the petition 
for removal is granted, check this box. 

Refiled (3) Attach copy of Order for Dismissal of Previous case. Also complete VI. 

Reinstated or Reopened.  (4) Check this box for cases reinstated or reopened in the district court.  Use the reopening date as the filing date. 

Transferred from Another District.  (5) For cases transferred under Title 28 U.S.C. Section 1404(a).  Do not use this for within district transfers or multidistrict 
litigation transfers. 

Multidistrict Litigation.  (6) Check this box when a multidistrict case is transferred into the district under authority of Title 28 U.S.C. Section 1407.  When this 
box is checked, do not check (5) above. 

Appeal to District Judge from Magistrate Judgment.  (7) Check this box for an appeal from a magistrate judge’s decision. 

Remanded from Appellate Court. (8) Check this box if remanded from Appellate Court.   

VI. Related/Refiled Cases. This section of the JS 44 is used to reference related pending cases or re-filed cases. Insert the docket numbers and the
corresponding judges name for such cases.

VII. Cause of Action.  Report the civil statute directly related to the cause of action and give a brief description of the cause.  Do not cite jurisdictional
statutes unless diversity. Example: U.S. Civil Statute: 47 USC 553

    Brief Description: Unauthorized reception of cable service 

VIII. Requested in Complaint.  Class Action.  Place an “X” in this box if you are filing a class action under Rule 23, F.R.Cv.P.
Demand.  In this space enter the dollar amount (in thousands of dollars) being demanded or indicate other demand such as a preliminary injunction.
Jury Demand.  Check the appropriate box to indicate whether or not a jury is being demanded.

Date and Attorney Signature.  Date and sign the civil cover sheet. 
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12)  Summons in a Civil Action

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
for the

__________ District of __________ 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Plaintiff(s)

v. Civil Action No.

Defendant(s)

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION

To: (Defendant’s name and address)

A lawsuit has been filed against you.

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ.
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.  The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney,
whose name and address are:

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court.

CLERK OF COURT

Date:
Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12)  Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2)

Civil Action No.

PROOF OF SERVICE

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l))

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any)

was received by me on (date) .

’ I personally served the summons on the individual at (place)

on (date) ; or

’ I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name)

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there,

on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or

’ I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is

 designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization)

on (date) ; or

’ I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or

’ Other (specify):

.

My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ .

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true.

Date:
Server’s signature

Printed name and title

Server’s address

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc:
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