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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY

DAVID HARMON; IVAN KOSIN; Case No.:
MATTHEW KOSIN; SHIRLEY DUNN,
individually and on behalf of all similarly CLASS ACTION
situated,
PLAINTIFFS’ CLASS ACTION
Plaintiff(s), COMPLAINT AND
V. DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.,

Defendants.

Plaintiff David Harmon, Ivan Kosin, Matthew Kosin and Shirley Dunn, bring this
complaint, by and through their attorneys and on behalf of all others similarly situated, against
defendants, American Honda Motor Co., Inc. (“Defendant”), and allege upon information and
belief as follows:

INTRODUCTION

1. This case involves the Defendants’ failure to comply with The Automobile
Information Disclosure Act, 15 USC 8§ 1231 et seq., (“Monroney Act”), which requires

automobile manufacturers to disclose the true cost of transporting vehicles from the final point of
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manufacture to the point of sale. Such disclosure is reflected on the “Monroney Sticker” as the
“destination fee” or “destination charge” or “destination and handling fee.”

2. As established almost sixty-five years ago, the Monroney Act demands forthright
disclosure, honesty and good faith in the automobile marketplace.

3. However, as alleged herein, Defendants employ a uniform policy that fails to reveal
the true charges for the transportation of their vehicles to their franchised dealers in violation of
the Monroney Act.

4. Defendants’ failure to accord New Jersey consumers, who are leasing or purchasing
new vehicles from the Defendants’ authorized dealerships, with the basic minimum protection
afforded by the Monroney Act violates the standard of commercial conduct established by and
embodied in the New Jersey Consumer Fraud Act (“CFA”).

5. Put simply, Defendants’ failure to comply with the Monroney Act, regardless of its
motives, is an unlawful act or practice under the CFA.

6. Even worse, the imposition of these “destination fees” untethered to any type of
metric is used as a contrivance for Defendants to arbitrarily inflate the purchase price of its
vehicles. Such conduct clearly constitutes an unconscionable commercial practice that has a
capacity to mislead New Jersey consumers and evinces a lack of fair dealing.

7. In sum, Defendants’ failure to comply with the Monroney Act’s requirements
constitutes a per se deceptive or unconscionable commercial act or practice in violation of the
CFA.

8. In addition to violating the Monroney Act, the Defendants’ practices patently
violate the regulations promulgated by the Director of the Division of Consumer Affairs, which

was in response to observed abuses in automotive sales practices.
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9. Specifically, the CFA was broadened, through implementing regulations, to further
protect the automotive consumer. 27 N.J.R. 3568 (Sept. 18, 1995) (recodifyingl3:45A-6.2).
N.J.A.C. 13:45A-26B.2 declares it unlawful under the CFA for an automotive dealer to:

Accept[ ], charg[e], or obtain[ ] from a consumer monies, or any other thing of

value, in exchange for the performance of any pre-delivery service without first

itemizing the actual pre-delivery service which is being performed and setting forth

in writing on the sales document the price for each specific pre-delivery service.

N.J.A.C. 13:45A-26B.2(a)1(ii).

10. In addition, “Pre-delivery service fee” means:

... any monies or other thing of value which an automotive dealer accepts from a
consumer in exchange for the performance of pre-delivery services upon a motor
vehicle, and includes, but is not limited to, items which are often described or
labeled as dealer preparation, vehicle preparation, predelivery service, handling
and delivery, or any other term of similar import.

N.J.A.C. 13:45A-26B.1 (emphasis added).

11. Because Defendants’ franchised automobile dealerships are unable to modify or
alter the Monroney Stickers that are provided with automobiles ready for sale or lease, the
Defendants seek to skirt these requirements and make a mockery of the regulations promulgated
by the Director of the Division of Consumer Affairs.

12. Like its failure to comply with the Monroney Act, however, Defendants’ failure to
comply with these regulations constitutes a per se deceptive or unconscionable commercial act or
practice in violation of the CFA.

13.  This action seeks redress for the class in the form of compensatory and treble
damages under the CFA, as well as injunctive relief, which would include, inter alia, an order

directing Defendants to cease the unlawful practice challenged herein.
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE

14.  This Court has subject matter jurisdiction of this action pursuant to the Class Action
Fairness Act of 2005 (“CAFA”), 28 U.S.C. §§ 1332(d)(2) and (6) because: (i) there are 100 or
more class members; (ii) there is an aggregate amount in controversy exceeding $5,000,000.00
exclusive of interest and costs; and (iii) there is minimal diversity because at least one plaintiff and
one defendant are citizens of different states. This Court also has supplemental jurisdiction over
the state law claims pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367.

15.  Venue is proper in the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b)(2) because a substantial part of the events giving rise to the claims
herein occurred in this judicial district.

16.  This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendants because they have conducted
substantial business in this judicial district, and intentionally and purposefully placed vehicles into
the stream of commerce within New Jersey and throughout the United States

PARTIES

17.  Plaintiff Shirley Dunn is, and at all times mentioned herein, a natural person,
individual citizen and resident of New Jersey, County of Middlesex, in this judicial district.

18. Plaintiff David Harmon is, and at all times mentioned herein, a natural person,
individual citizen and resident of New Jersey, County of Middlesex, in this judicial district.

19.  Plaintiff Ivan Kosin is, and at all times mentioned herein, a natural person,
individual citizen and resident of New Jersey, County of Middlesex, in this judicial district.

20. Plaintiff Matthew Kosin is, and at all times mentioned herein, a natural person,

individual citizen and resident of New Jersey, County of Middlesex, in this judicial district
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21. Upon information and belief, defendant American Honda Motor Company, Inc. is
a California corporation, and is a North American subsidiary of Honda Motor Company, Ltd.
Defendant is headquartered in Torrance, California.

22. Upon information and belief, defendant American Honda Motor Company, Inc.
conducts business throughout New Jersey and has its North American Parts location at 115 Gaither
Drive, in Mount Laurel, New Jersey.

THE MONRONEY ACT

23.  Although ubiquitous in today’s automobile marketplace, the “Monroney sticker”
was not always placed on the windows of new motor vehicles shipped to dealerships.

24, Before 1958, manufacturers were not required to place a “Monroney sticker” in the
windows of new motor vehicles they shipped to dealers. The Monroney sticker’s namesake,
Senator Almer Stilwell “Mike” Monroney of Oklahoma, had chaired a subcommittee of the Senate
Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee formed in 1955 to investigate complaints by dealers
of abusive treatment by manufacturers.

25.  Senator Monroney was concerned with, inter alia, “the falsification of the
manufacturer’s suggested retail price” and urged the adoption of legislation that would “simply
require the manufacturer to place a price tag on the windshield or window of the car in the form
of a label.”

26. In addition to Senator Monroney, a committee report from the House of
Representatives also declared legislation necessary to stop certain unfair and unscrupulous
marketing practices that, inter alia, “bewilder[ed] [] the purchasers of new cars.”

27. Due to these efforts, the Congress enacted the Automobile Information Disclosure

Act of 1958, codified at 15 U.S.C. 8§ 1231-1233 (“Monroney Act” or “AIDA”).
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28.  The AIDA requires manufacturers, prior to shipping new vehicles to dealers, to
affix a label to each new vehicle disclosing the make, model, and serial number of the vehicle; the
equipment installed in the vehicle and the manufacturer’s suggested resale price (“MSRP”) for the
vehicle and equipment, as well as any charges for the transportation of the vehicle to the dealer.

29. The AIDA requires manufacturers to disclose on the Monroney sticker “the amount
charged, if any, to [the] dealer for the transportation of [the] automobile to the location at which it
is delivered[.]” (emphasis added).

30.  The AIDA does not, however, require manufacturers to charge destination fees at
all, but only to reveal those fees when they are assessed.

31.  Asdescribed in the Senate subcommittee report, the disclosure of this information
“assure[d] that the purchaser [will] start the negotiations with the minimum necessary

information.”

Ballooning Delivery Charges Shine A Light on Defendants’ Violations of the Monroney Act

32.  According to Defendants’ websites, Honda manufactures its products for sale in
Marysville, Ohio, East Liberty Ohio, Lincoln, Alabama, Greensburg, Indiana, Timmonsville,
South Carolina, Swepsonville, North Carolina, Greensboro, North Carolina, Anna, Ohio, Russells
Point, Ohio, Tallapoosa, Georgia and Burlington, North Carolina®.

33.  Yet, the Destination charges bear no relation to whether the dealership is nearby or
far away from the vehicle assembly plant.

34. For instance, a 2022 Honda CR-V buyer pays the $1,225 destination charge —
whether they’re in Seattle or in Indianapolis, which is thousands of miles closer to the Greensburg,

Indiana plant where the CR-V gets built.

! https://hondainamerica.com/manufacturing/ (last visited October 7, 2022)
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35. Moreover, experts in the car industry agree that: (1) it’s not at all clear exactly what
destination fees cover; (2) how destination fees are determined; or (3) why destination fees should
be treated any differently from component parts, such as the cost of equipping a car with a steering
wheel.?

36.  Other industry experts argue, “the actual [destination] charges are completely
opaque to consumers.” These experts acknowledge that there are costs associated with
transporting completed cars from factories to dealerships. However, automakers, like Defendants,
do not “offer[] anything resembling an actual breakdown of those costs®.”

37.  To make matters worse, industry data has revealed that destination fees have
increased more than 2.5 times the rate of inflation over the past ten years.*

38.  And even more egregious and confusing to the Plaintiffs and Class Members, other
automakers’ “destination fees” have not increased at the same pace as the Defendants over this ten
year period.

39.  Specifically, Audi, BMW, Infiniti, Lexus, Lincoln, Mercedes-Benz and VVolvo each
grew their fees by less than 20 percent over the past decade.

40.  Thisis precisely the unfair and unscrupulous marketing practices that the Monroney
Act was designed to thwart. When looking at Defendants sharp increase in its destination fees that
goes unexplained and untethered to any metric, Defendants’ practices are “bewilder[ing] [] to the

purchasers of new cars.”

2 Sticker Shock: The Truth About Destination Fees, https://www.consumerreports.org/buying-a-car/the-truth-about-
destination-fees-a1615480982/ (last visited September 28, 2022).

3 No, it's not your imagination. Destination costs are skyrocketing, https://www.aol.com/news/no-not-imagination-
destination-costs-174600734.html (last visited September 28, 2022).

4 Sticker Shock: The Truth About Destination Fees, https://www.consumerreports.org/buying-a-car/the-truth-about-
destination-fees-a1615480982/ (last visited September 28, 2022).
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41.  Such astark lack of transparency about how destination charges are derived and the
alarming rate that they’ve been increasing without any explanation whatsoever constitutes a patent
violation of the letter and spirt of the Monroney Act.

Violations of the Administrative Rules of the Division of Consumer Affairs of New Jersey

42. In response to observed abuses in automotive sales practices where consumers were
frequently induced to expend additional monies for services that were either unnecessary or not
being performed, the Director of the Division of Consumer Affairs promulgated certain regulations
almost thirty years ago.

43.  Specifically, the CFA was broadened, through implementing regulations, to further
protect the automotive consumer. 27 N.J.R. 3568 (Sept. 18, 1995) (recodifyingl3:45A-6.2).
N.J.A.C. 13:45A-26B.2 declares it unlawful under the CFA for an automotive dealer to:

Accept[ ], charg[e], or obtain[ ] from a consumer monies, or any other thing of

value, in exchange for the performance of any pre-delivery service without first

itemizing the actual pre-delivery service which is being performed and setting forth

in writing on the sales document the price for each specific pre-delivery service.

N.J.A.C. 13:45A-26B.2(a)1(ii)

44, In addition, “Pre-delivery service fee” means:

... any monies or other thing of value which an automotive dealer accepts from a

consumer in exchange for the performance of pre-delivery services upon a motor

vehicle, and includes, but is not limited to, items which are often described or

labeled as dealer preparation, vehicle preparation, predelivery service, handling
and delivery, or any other term of similar import.

N.J.A.C. 13:45A-26B.1 (emphasis added).

45.  Apparently, Defendants seek to avoid these regulations because the Defendants do
not accept, charge or obtain monies directly from a consumer for the pre-delivery services.
46.  Rather, Defendants’ franchised automobile dealerships accept the monies for the

purchased or leased vehicles.
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47. Nevertheless, the Monroney Stickers leave New Jersey consumers completely in
the dark without any itemization of the actual pre-delivery service which is being performed, which
includes the handling and delivery of the vehicles.

48. Moreover, Defendants’ franchised automobile dealerships who offer motor
vehicles for sale and lease to these New Jersey consumers are unable to modify or alter the
Monroney Stickers.

49, Indeed, these Defendants’ dealerships would face criminal liability under 15 U.S.C.
1233 (c) for altering Defendants’ Monroney Stickers in any way.

50. Based on the foregoing, neither Defendants nor its franchised dealers itemize the
predelivery service or handling and delivery for the purchase or lease of a new Honda vehicle.

51.  As such, New Jersey consumers are rendered helpless in the face of the lack of
transparency related to what destination fees cover and how destination fees are determined.

52. In sum, Defendants have flouted these regulations in its attempt to circumvent the
laudable goals of the Director of the Division of Consumer Affairs when implementing these
regulations.

53.  And Defendants patent failure to comply with these regulations constitutes a per se
deceptive or unconscionable commercial act or practice in violation of the CFA.

Plaintiff Harmon’s Factual Allegations

54.  On June 24, 2020, Harmon entered into a lease agreement (“Lease”) with
Defendants’ franchised dealer, Hamilton Honda, located at 655 US Highway 130 in Hamilton,
New Jersey (“Hamilton Honda”).

55. Plaintiff Harmon leased a new Honda Civic Sedan (“Civic”) with a Manufacturer’s

Suggested Retail Price of $23,800.00.
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56.  Priorto entering into the Lease, Plaintiff viewed the Monroney sticker that included
a charge for “Destination and Handling” of $930.00.

57.  Plaintiff reasonably believed that the ‘“Destination and Handling” charge
represented Defendants’ cost to deliver the Civic to Hamilton Honda.

58.  Plaintiff further understood that he was required to pay the “Destination and
Handling” charge and that he was unable to negotiate this charge as part of the Civic’s overall
price.

Plaintiff Dunn’s Factual Allegations

59. On June 16, 2021, Dunn entered into a purchase agreement with Defendants’
franchised dealer, VIP Honda, located at 700 Route 22 East, North Plainfield, New Jersey (“VIP”).

60.  Plaintiff Dunn purchased a new Honda HR-V with a Manufacturer’s Suggested
Retail Price of $25,101.00.

61.  Prior to entering into the Agreement, Plaintiff Dunn viewed the Monroney sticker
that included a charge for “Destination and Handling” of $1,175.00.

62.  Plaintiff reasonably believed that the ‘“Destination and Handling” charge
represented Defendants’ cost to deliver the HR-V to VIP.

63.  Plaintiff further understood that she was required to pay the “Destination and
Handling” charge and that she was unable to negotiate the charge as part of the HR-V’s overall
price.

Plaintiff lvan Kosin’s Factual Allegations

64. On July 16, 2018 On June 16, 2021, Ivan entered into a lease agreement with
Defendants’ franchised dealer, DCH Kay Honda, located at 200 Route 36, Eatontown, New Jersey

(“DCH”).

10
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65.  Plaintiff Ivan leased a new Honda Civic Sedan with a Manufacturer’s Suggested
Retail Price of $21,340.00.

66.  Prior to entering into the Agreement, Plaintiff Ivan viewed the Monroney sticker
that included a charge for “Destination and Handling” of $1,100.00.

67.  Plaintiff reasonably believed that the ‘“Destination and Handling” charge
represented Defendants’ cost to deliver the Civic to DCH.

68.  Plaintiff further understood that he was required to pay the “Destination and
Handling” charge and that he was unable to negotiate the charge as part of the Civic’s overall
price.

Plaintiff Matthew Kosin’s Factual Allegations

69.  On June 30, 2021, Matthew entered into a lease agreement with Defendants”
franchised dealer, DCH.

70.  Plaintiff Matthew leased a new Honda CR-V with a Manufacturer’s Suggested
Retail Price of $30,535.00.

71.  Prior to entering into the Agreement, Plaintiff Matthew viewed the Monroney
sticker that included a charge for “Destination and Handling” of $1,100.00.

72.  Plaintiff reasonably believed that the ‘“Destination and Handling” charge
represented Defendants’ cost to deliver the CR-V to DCH.

73.  Plaintiff further understood that he was required to pay the “Destination and
Handling” charge and that he was unable to negotiate the charge as part of the CR-V’s overall

price.

11
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CLASS ALLEGATIONS

74. Plaintiffs bring this class action on behalf of themselves and all other similarly
situated members of the proposed class (the “Class”), defined as follows:

All New Jersey citizens who purchased or leased a Honda vehicle
from a Honda franchised dealership from October 2016 to the
present.

75. Excluded from the Class are: (1) Defendants, any entity or division in which
Defendants have a controlling interest, and its legal representatives, officers, directors, assigns,
and successors; (2) the Judge to whom this case is assigned and the Judge’s staff; and (3)
governmental entities. Plaintiffs reserve the right to amend the Class definitions if discovery and
further investigation reveal that the Class should be expanded, divided into subclasses, or modified
in any other way.

76. As used herein, the term “Class Members” shall mean and refer to the members of
the Class described above.

77. Numerosity: Although the exact number of Class Members is uncertain and can
only be ascertained through appropriate discovery, the number is great enough such that joinder is
impracticable. The disposition of the claims of these Class Members in a single action will provide
substantial benefits to all parties and to the Court. The Class Members are readily identifiable from
information and records in Defendants’ possession, custody, or control, as well as from records
kept by the New Jersey Department of Motor Vehicles. Plaintiffs believe, and on that basis allege,
that thousands of Honda Vehicles have been sold and leased in New Jersey that are the subject of
the Class.

78.  Typicality: The claims of the representative Plaintiffs are typical of the claims of

the Class in that the representative Plaintiffs, like all Class Members, leased or purchased vehicles

12
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manufactured and distributed by Defendants. The representative Plaintiffs, like all Class
Members, have been damaged by Defendants’ misconduct. Furthermore, the factual bases of
Defendants’ misconduct are common to all Class Members.

79.  Plaintiffs reserve the right to amend the Class, and to add additional subclasses, if
discovery and further investigation reveals such action is warranted.

80. No violations alleged in this complaint are contingent on any individualized
interaction of any kind between Class Members and Defendants.

81. Existence and Predominance of Common Questions of Fact and Law: There

are common questions of law and fact as to the Class Members that predominate over questions
affecting only individual members, including but not limited to:

a. Whether Defendant engaged in unlawful, unfair, or deceptive business practices
in the sale of its vehicles to Plaintiffs and other Class Members;

b. Whether Defendant engaged in unlawful, unfair, or deceptive business practices
in the leasing of its vehicles to Plaintiffs and other Class Members;

Cc. Whether the “Destination Charge” had any correlation to the actual
transportation of the vehicles to the franchised dealers wherein Plaintiffs and
other class members purchased or leased Defendants’ vehicles;

d. Whether Plaintiffs and Class Members are entitled to equitable and/or
injunctive relief;

e. Whether Defendants’ unlawful, unfair, and/or deceptive practices harmed
Plaintiffs and Class Members; and

f. The method of calculation and extent of damages for Plaintiffs and Class

Members.

13
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82. The claims of Plaintiffs are not only typical of all class members, they are identical
as the Monroney Stickers are identical for each car sold or leased during the relevant time period.

83.  All claims of Plaintiffs and the class are based on the exact same legal theories.
Plaintiffs have no interest antagonistic to, or in conflict with, the class. Plaintiffs are qualified
to, and will, fairly and adequately protect the interests of each Class Member, because Plaintiffs
bought vehicles from Defendants during the Class Period.

84.  Adequate Representation: Plaintiffs will fairly and adequately protect the

interests of the class members. Plaintiffs have retained attorneys experienced in the prosecution of
class actions, including consumer class actions, and Plaintiffs intend to prosecute this action
vigorously.

85. Predominance and Superiority: Plaintiffs and the Class Members have all

suffered and will continue to suffer harm and damages as a result of Defendants’ unlawful and
wrongful conduct. A class action is superior to other available methods for the fair and efficient
adjudication of the controversy. Absent a class action, most Class Members would likely find the
cost of litigating their claims prohibitively high and would therefore have no effective remedy at
law. Because of the relatively small size of the individual Class Members’ claims, it is likely that
only a few Class Members could afford to seek legal redress for Defendants’ misconduct. Absent
a class action, Defendants misconduct will go without a remedy. Class treatment of common
questions of law and fact would also be a superior method to multiple individual actions or
piecemeal litigation in that class treatment will conserve the resources of the courts and the litigants

and will promote consistency and efficiency of adjudication.

14
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86. Defendants’ unlawful, unfair and/or fraudulent actions concerns the same
business practices described herein irrespective of where they occurred or were experienced.
Plaintiffs’ claims are typical of all Class Members as demonstrated herein.

87.  Plaintiffs will thoroughly and adequately protect the interests of the class, having
retained qualified and competent legal counsel to represent herself and the class. Common
questions will predominate, and there will be no unusual manageability issues.

COUNT I
New Jersey Consumer Fraud Act, N.J.S.A. § 56:8-1, et seq.

88.  Plaintiffs incorporate all preceding paragraphs of this complaint as if set forth fully
herein.

89.  This action does not raise any claims of common law fraud.

90. Rather, the claims in this count arise exclusively against Defendants under the CFA,
N.J.S.A. § 56:8-1, et seq.

91.  As alleged herein, Plaintiffs and the Class Members reasonably and justifiably
expected Defendants to comply with applicable law and otherwise to act lawfully.

92. Nevertheless, the Defendants’ employed a uniform policy that failed to reveal the
true charges for the transportation to their franchised dealers of the Class Members’ vehicles in
violation of the Monroney Act.

93.  Asalleged with specificity herein, Defendants impose an opaque “destination fee”
on all New Jersey consumers purchasing or leasing an automobile that lacks any transparency.

94.  As alleged with specificity herein, the imposition of these fees untethered to any
type of metric is used as a contrivance for Defendants to arbitrarily inflate the purchase price of its
vehicles and constitutes an unconscionable commercial practice that has a capacity to mislead New

Jersey consumers and evinces a lack of fair dealing.

15
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95. Likewise, Defendants’ practices run afoul of N.J.A.C. 13:45A-26B.2, which was
promulgated to further protect the automotive consumer.

96.  Such sharp and unconscionable commercial practices do not require a showing of
Defendants’ intent to deceive.

97.  Such unlawful activity does not require Defendants’ knowledge of the falsity of the
representation.

98. Rather, the Defendants’ lack of good faith, honesty in fact and observance of fair
dealing constitute a deceptive and unconscionable business practice and per se violation of the
CFA.

99.  As a proximate result of Defendants’ conduct, Plaintiffs and the Class Members
have suffered an ascertainable loss of money and property as they were charged the arbitrarily
inflated destination fees and charges.

COUNT 11
Unjust Enrichment/Disgorgement

100.  Plaintiffs incorporate by reference each allegation set forth above.

101. Although the Plaintiffs and Class Members entered into lease and purchase
agreements with Defendants’ franchised dealers, Defendants are liable under a theory of unjust
enrichment.

102. By the acts alleges herein, Defendants received a benefit from Plaintiffs and the
Class Members, in the form of fees paid to Defendants that did not relate to the actual costs to ship
vehicles to dealerships in New Jersey.

103. The retention of that benefit by Defendants would be unjust.

104. By the facts alleged herein, equity demands that Defendants disgorge itself of this

benefit and that the benefit be returned to Plaintiffs and the Class Members.

16
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs ask this Court to:

a. Certify the case as a class action pursuant to Fed.R.Civ.P. 23;

b. Appointment of Plaintiffs as Class Representatives;

C. Appointment of Plaintiffs’ attorneys as Class Counsel;

d. Enter an order for injunctive and declaratory relief, enjoining Defendants’ policy

as alleged herein, directing Defendants to send a court-approved form of notice to all Class
Members advising them of the overcharges alleged herein, and establishing a court-administered
program to provide refunds to all class members, with the Defendants being ordered to pay the
costs associated with such a program;

e. Enter judgment in favor of each class member for damages suffered as a result of

the conduct alleged herein, to include interest and pre-judgment interest;

f. Award Plaintiffs and the class members treble damages under the CFA,;
g. Award Plaintiffs reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs; and
h. Grant such other and further legal and equitable relief as the Court deems

just and equitable.

JURY TRIAL DEMAND

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Plaintiffs hereby demand a trial by jury as to all
parties.

Dated: October 18, 2022
KAZEROUNI LAW GROUP, A.P.C.

By:  /s/ Ross H. Schmierer
Ross H. Schmierer, Esq.
Abbas Kazerounian, Esq.
(Pro Hac Vice Forthcoming)

17
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Jason lbey, Esq.

(Pro Hac Vice Application Forthcoming)
3000 Atrium Way, Suite 200

Mount Laurel, New Jersey 08054

(T): (856) 259-4800

ross@kazlg.com

ak@kazlg.com

jason@kazlg.com

LAW OFFICE OF DONOVAN BEZER
Donovan Bezer, Esq.
30 Park Avenue
Lyndhurst, NJ 07071
(201) 677-8693

Attorneys for Plaintiff

CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO L. CIV.R. 11.2

| certify that, to the best of my knowledge, this matter is not the subject of any other action

pending in any court or of any pending arbitration or administrative proceeding.

Dated: October 18, 2022

By: s/ Ross H. Schmierer
Ross H. Schmierer, Esq.
3000 Atrium Way, Suite 200
Mount Laurel, New Jersey 08054
(T): (856) 259-4800
ross@kazlg.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff

18
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THE TRACT OF LAND INVOLVED.

NOTE:

(C{{ Attomeﬁ (Firm Name, Address, and Telephone Number)
oss Schmierer, Esq., Kazerouni Law Group, APC

3000 Atrium Way, Suite 200, Mount Laurel, NJ 08054
(800) 400-6808

Attorneys (If Known)

II. BASIS OF JURISDICTION (Piace an “X" in One Box Only) II1. CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES (Place an “X” in One Box for Plaintiff
(For Diversity Cases Only) and One Box for Defendant)
I:’ 1 U.S. Government I:’ 3 Federal Question PTF DEF PTF DEF
Plaintiff (U.S. Government Not a Party) Citizen of This State [XIt [] 1 Incorporated or Principal Place 04 [4
of Business In This State
|:| 2 U.S. Government 4 Diversity Citizen of Another State |:| 2 |:| 2 Incorporated and Principal Place |:| 5 5
Defendant (Indicate Citizenship of Parties in Item III) of Business In Another State
Citizen or Subject of a I:’ 3 I:’ 3 Foreign Nation I:’ 6 I:’ 6
Foreign Country

IV. NATURE OF SUIT (Place an "X in One Box Only)

Click here for: Nature of Suit Code Descriptions.

| CONTRACT TORTS FORFEITURE/PENALTY BANKRUPTCY OTHER STATUTES
110 Insurance PERSONAL INJURY PERSONAL INJURY :| 625 Drug Related Seizure 422 Appeal 28 USC 158 375 False Claims Act
120 Marine 310 Airplane D 365 Personal Injury - of Property 21 USC 881 423 Withdrawal 376 Qui Tam (31 USC
130 Miller Act 315 Airplane Product Product Liability :I 690 Other 28 USC 157 3729(a))
140 Negotiable Instrument Liability D 367 Health Care/ 400 State Reapportionment
I:’ 150 Recovery of Overpayment :I 320 Assault, Libel & Pharmaceutical PROPERTY RIGHTS 410 Antitrust
& Enforcement of Judgment| Slander Personal Injury 820 Copyrights 430 Banks and Banking
151 Medicare Act :| 330 Federal Employers’ Product Liability 830 Patent : 450 Commerce
152 Recovery of Defaulted Liability D 368 Asbestos Personal 835 Patent - Abbreviated | | 460 Deportation
Student Loans 340 Marine Injury Product New Drug Application | | 470 Racketeer Influenced and
(Excludes Veterans) 345 Marine Product Liability 840 Trademark Corrupt Organizations
I:’ 153 Recovery of Overpayment Liability PERSONAL PROPERTY LABOR | 880 Defend Trade Secrets D 480 Consumer Credit
of Veteran’s Benefits 350 Motor Vehicle 370 Other Fraud 710 Fair Labor Standards Act of 2016 (15 USC 1681 or 1692)
: 160 Stockholders’ Suits 355 Motor Vehicle 371 Truth in Lending Act D 485 Telephone Consumer
: 190 Other Contract Product Liability D 380 Other Personal :‘ 720 Labor/Management SOCIAL SECURITY Protection Act
: 195 Contract Product Liability :I 360 Other Personal Property Damage Relations 861 HIA (1395ff) 490 Cable/Sat TV
|| 196 Franchise Injury D 385 Property Damage 740 Railway Labor Act 862 Black Lung (923) 850 Securities/Commodities/
:| 362 Personal Injury - Product Liability 751 Family and Medical 863 DIWC/DIWW (405(g)) Exchange
Medical Malpractice Leave Act 864 SSID Title XVI X 890 Other Statutory Actions
REAL PROPERTY CIVIL RIGHTS PRISONER PETITIONS 790 Other Labor Litigation :I 865 RSI (405(g)) [ ] 891 Agricultural Acts

| [210 Land Condemnation

[ ]220 Foreclosure

230 Rent Lease & Ejectment
240 Torts to Land

| _[245 Tort Product Liability
: 290 All Other Real Property

|| 440 Other Civil Rights

[ ] 441 Voting

3 442 Employment

443 Housing/

Accommodations

] 445 Amer. w/Disabilities -

Employment

| ] 446 Amer. w/Disabilities -

Other
| ] 448 Education

Habeas Corpus:
I:l 463 Alien Detainee
I:' 510 Motions to Vacate
Sentence
:| 530 General
| ] 535 Death Penalty
Other:
540 Mandamus & Other
550 Civil Rights
555 Prison Condition
560 Civil Detainee -
Conditions of

Confinement

| 791 Employee Retirement
Income Security Act

893 Environmental Matters

FEDERAL TAX SUITS

895 Freedom of Information

[ ] 870 Taxes (U.S. Plaintiff
or Defendant)
[ ] 871 IRS—Third Party

IMMIGRATION

26 USC 7609

462 Naturalization Application
465 Other Immigration
Actions

Act
896 Arbitration
899 Administrative Procedure
Act/Review or Appeal of
Agency Decision
D 950 Constitutionality of
State Statutes

V. ORIGIN (Place an “X”" in One Box Only)

1 Original 2 Removed from
Proceeding State Court

8 Multidistrict
Litigation -
Direct File

6 Multidistrict
Litigation -
Transfer

[ 3 Remanded from

D4 Reinstated or D 5 Transferred from
Appellate Court

Reopened Another District
(specify)

Cite the U.S. Civil Statute under which you are filing (Do not cite jurisdictional statutes unless diversity):

15 U.S.C § 1231 et seq.

VI. CAUSE OF ACTION

Brief description of cause: . . .
Violation of the Automobile Information Disclosure Act

VII. REQUESTED IN

CHECK IF THIS IS A CLASS ACTION DEMAND $ CHECK YES only if demanded in complaint:

COMPLAINT: UNDER RULE 23, F.R.Cv.P. JURY DEMAND: Xlyes [INo
VIII. RELATED CASE(S)
IF ANY (See instructions): JUDGE DOCKET NUMBER
DATE SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY OF RECORD
10/18/2022 /s/ Ross Schmierer
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
RECEIPT # AMOUNT APPLYING IFP JUDGE MAG. JUDGE
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR ATTORNEYS COMPLETING CIVIL COVER SHEET FORM JS 44
Authority For Civil Cover Sheet

The JS 44 civil cover sheet and the information contained herein neither replaces nor supplements the filings and service of pleading or other papers as
required by law, except as provided by local rules of court. This form, approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in September 1974, is
required for the use of the Clerk of Court for the purpose of initiating the civil docket sheet. Consequently, a civil cover sheet is submitted to the Clerk of
Court for each civil complaint filed. The attorney filing a case should complete the form as follows:

I.(a) Plaintiffs-Defendants. Enter names (last, first, middle initial) of plaintiff and defendant. If the plaintiff or defendant is a government agency, use
only the full name or standard abbreviations. If the plaintiff or defendant is an official within a government agency, identify first the agency and then
the official, giving both name and title.

(b) County of Residence. For each civil case filed, except U.S. plaintiff cases, enter the name of the county where the first listed plaintiff resides at the
time of filing. In U.S. plaintiff cases, enter the name of the county in which the first listed defendant resides at the time of filing. (NOTE: In land
condemnation cases, the county of residence of the "defendant" is the location of the tract of land involved.)

(c) Attorneys. Enter the firm name, address, telephone number, and attorney of record. If there are several attorneys, list them on an attachment, noting
in this section "(see attachment)".

1I. Jurisdiction. The basis of jurisdiction is set forth under Rule 8(a), F.R.Cv.P., which requires that jurisdictions be shown in pleadings. Place an "X"
in one of the boxes. If there is more than one basis of jurisdiction, precedence is given in the order shown below.
United States plaintiff. (1) Jurisdiction based on 28 U.S.C. 1345 and 1348. Suits by agencies and officers of the United States are included here.
United States defendant. (2) When the plaintiff is suing the United States, its officers or agencies, place an "X" in this box.
Federal question. (3) This refers to suits under 28 U.S.C. 1331, where jurisdiction arises under the Constitution of the United States, an amendment
to the Constitution, an act of Congress or a treaty of the United States. In cases where the U.S. is a party, the U.S. plaintiff or defendant code takes
precedence, and box 1 or 2 should be marked.
Diversity of citizenship. (4) This refers to suits under 28 U.S.C. 1332, where parties are citizens of different states. When Box 4 is checked, the
citizenship of the different parties must be checked. (See Section III below; NOTE: federal question actions take precedence over diversity
cases.)

III.  Residence (citizenship) of Principal Parties. This section of the JS 44 is to be completed if diversity of citizenship was indicated above. Mark this
section for each principal party.

IV.  Nature of Suit. Place an "X" in the appropriate box. If there are multiple nature of suit codes associated with the case, pick the nature of suit code
that is most applicable. Click here for: Nature of Suit Code Descriptions.

V. Origin. Place an "X" in one of the seven boxes.
Original Proceedings. (1) Cases which originate in the United States district courts.
Removed from State Court. (2) Proceedings initiated in state courts may be removed to the district courts under Title 28 U.S.C., Section 1441.
Remanded from Appellate Court. (3) Check this box for cases remanded to the district court for further action. Use the date of remand as the filing
date.
Reinstated or Reopened. (4) Check this box for cases reinstated or reopened in the district court. Use the reopening date as the filing date.
Transferred from Another District. (5) For cases transferred under Title 28 U.S.C. Section 1404(a). Do not use this for within district transfers or
multidistrict litigation transfers.
Multidistrict Litigation — Transfer. (6) Check this box when a multidistrict case is transferred into the district under authority of Title 28 U.S.C.
Section 1407.
Multidistrict Litigation — Direct File. (8) Check this box when a multidistrict case is filed in the same district as the Master MDL docket.
PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS NOT AN ORIGIN CODE 7. Origin Code 7 was used for historical records and is no longer relevant due to
changes in statue.

VI.  Cause of Action. Report the civil statute directly related to the cause of action and give a brief description of the cause. Do not cite jurisdictional
statutes unless diversity. Example: U.S. Civil Statute: 47 USC 553 Brief Description: Unauthorized reception of cable service.

VII. Requested in Complaint. Class Action. Place an "X" in this box if you are filing a class action under Rule 23, F.R.Cv.P.
Demand. In this space enter the actual dollar amount being demanded or indicate other demand, such as a preliminary injunction.

Jury Demand. Check the appropriate box to indicate whether or not a jury is being demanded.

VIII. Related Cases. This section of the JS 44 is used to reference related pending cases, if any. If there are related pending cases, insert the docket
numbers and the corresponding judge names for such cases.

Date and Attorney Signature. Date and sign the civil cover sheet.



