
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS  

 

 
SACHA BARON COHEN, an individual,  
and PLEASE YOU CAN TOUCH, LLC,  
a California limited liability company,  
 

Plaintiffs, 
 

v.  
 
SOLAR THERAPEUTICS INC., a 
Massachusetts corporation; and EDWARD 
DOW III, an individual, 
 

Defendants.   
 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Civil Action No. __________ 
 
Jury Trial Demanded  

 

COMPLAINT 

 

Plaintiffs are the film and television actor and celebrity Sacha Baron Cohen (“Mr. 

Baron Cohen”) and his company, Please You Can Touch, LLC (“PYCT”) (collectively, the 

“Plaintiffs”). By and through their undersigned attorneys, for their complaint (the 

“Complaint”) against cannabis company Solar Therapeutics, Inc. (“Solar Therapeutics”) and 

its President, Edward Dow III (“Dow”) (collectively, the “Defendants”), the Plaintiffs allege 

as follows:   

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is an action for willful copyright infringement, false advertising, and 

violation of the Massachusetts statute against misappropriation of rights of publicity. Without 

permission of any kind, the Defendants deliberately featured the portrait, picture, image, 

likeness, and persona of Mr. Baron Cohen and his “Borat” movie character in a commercial 

billboard (the “Billboard”) on a busy interstate highway in Massachusetts, to advertise the 

sale of the Defendants’ cannabis products. The following is a photograph of the Billboard, 
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which, upon information and belief, reached hundreds of thousands of viewers per day for 

several weeks: 

 

2. By use of the Billboard, the Defendants falsely have conveyed to the public 

that Mr. Baron Cohen has endorsed their products and is affiliated with their business. To the 

contrary, Mr. Baron Cohen never has used cannabis in his life. He never would participate in 

an advertising campaign for cannabis, for any amount of money. Mr. Baron Cohen never has 

been involved in advertising any commercial products or services anywhere in the United 

States or the United Kingdom, despite countless opportunities to do so. 

3. The Defendants knowingly misappropriated Mr. Baron Cohen’s portrait, 

picture, image, likeness, and persona to increase the Defendants’ sales revenues, which, upon 

information and belief, are approximately $26 million per year. Upon information and belief, 

the Defendants believed Mr. Baron Cohen would not learn about the Billboard, so they took a 

gamble, guessing they could copy and use Mr. Baron Cohen’s image without ever having to 

pay for it. In this action, Mr. Baron Cohen seeks market value compensation, statutory treble 

damages, and punitive and other damages, estimated to be in a total amount of at least $9 

million. 
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