
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

JESSICA TAYLOR, INDIVIDUALLY 
AND ON BEHALF OF OTHERS 
SIMILARLY SITUATED, 

)
)
) C.A. NO. ____________________
) 

PLAINTIFF, ) 

DEFENDANT CHARLESTON 
SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY¶S 

NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

) 
Ys. ) 

) 
CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 
UNIVERSITY, 

)
)
) 

DEFENDANT. ) 
) 

COMES NOW, DefendanW CharlesWon SoXWhern UniYersiW\ (³CharlesWon SoXWhern´ or 

³DefendanW´), and files Whis NoWice of RemoYal pXrsXanW Wo 28 U.S.C. �� 1332(d), 1441, 1446, 

and 1453.  In sXpporW of Whis NoWice of RemoYal, CharlesWon SoXWhern ZoXld respecWfXll\ shoZ 

Whe CoXrW as folloZs:

I. PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND

1. On Ma\ 28, 2020, PlainWiff Jessica Ta\lor, indiYidXall\ and on behalf of oWhers

similarl\ siWXaWed (hereinafWer ³PlainWiff´) filed a ComplainW in Whe CoXrW of Common Pleas, 

NinWh JXdicial CircXiW, SWaWe of SoXWh Carolina, CoXnW\ of CharlesWon, Xnder Case No. 2020-CP-

10-02357 (³SWaWe CoXrW AcWion´).  The ComplainW alleges claims for breach of conWracW, XnjXsW

enrichmenW, and conYersion againsW DefendanW, CharlesWon SoXWhern.  PlainWiff bases Whese claims 

on CharlesWon SoXWhern¶s alleged ZiWhholding of WXiWion and fees afWer moYing iWs coXrses online-

onl\ in response Wo Whe COVID-19 global pandemic.  
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 2. The Wime period for filing a responsiYe pleading in Whe SWaWe CoXrW AcWion has noW 

e[pired as of Whe filing of Whis NoWice of RemoYal.  No orders haYe been enWered in Whe SWaWe 

CoXrW AcWion as of Whe filing of Whis NoWice of RemoYal.

 3. DefendanW CharlesWon SoXWhern Zas serYed ZiWh PlainWiff¶s ComplainW on JXne 24, 

2020.  This NoWice of RemoYal is being filed ZiWhin Whe WhirW\ (30) da\ Wime period reqXired b\ 

28 U.S.C. �1446(b). 

II. REMOVAL IS PROPER UNDER THE CLASS ACTION FAIRNESS ACT 

4. The CoXrW has original jXrisdicWion oYer Whis acWion, and Whe acWion ma\ be 

remoYed Wo Whis CoXrW, pXrsXanW Wo Whe Class AcWion Fairness AcW of 2005, PXb. L. No. 109-2, 119 

SWaW. 4 (codified in scaWWered secWions of 28 U.S.C.) (³CAFA´).

 5. As seW forWh beloZ, Whis is a pXWaWiYe class acWion in Zhich:  (1) Where are 100 or 

more members in PlainWiff¶s alleged classes; (2) Whe ciWi]enship of aW leasW some members of Whe 

proposed classes are minimall\ diYerse from Whe ciWi]enship of CharlesWon SoXWhern; and (3) 

based on PlainWiff¶s allegaWions, Whe claims of Whe pXWaWiYe class members e[ceeds Whe sXm or 

YalXe of $5,000,000 in Whe aggregaWe, e[clXsiYe of inWeresWs and cosWs.  ThXs, Whis CoXrW has 

sXbjecW-maWWer jXrisdicWion oYer Whis acWion pXrsXanW Wo 28 U.S.C. �1332(d).

A. TKH PURSRVHG CODVV AFWLRQ CRQVLVWV RI MRUH TKDQ 100 MHPEHUV.  

 6. In Whe ComplainW, PlainWiff seeks Wo represenW WZo classes of indiYidXals: 

  TXiWion Class: 

 All indiYidXals Zho paid WXiWion and fees, eiWher for WhemselYes or 
on behalf of a sWXdenW, for enrollmenW in-person classes and 
edXcaWional serYices aW CharlesWon SoXWhern UniYersiW\ for Whe 
Spring 2020 SemesWer Zho Zere denied liYe, in-person insWrXcWion 
and opporWXniWies and insWead forced Wo Wake classes online from Whe 
daWe DefendanW imposed online insWrXcWion. 
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  Fees SXbclass 

All indiYidXals Zho paid fees, eiWher for WhemselYes or on behalf of 
a sWXdenW, for enrollmenW in-person classes and edXcaWional serYices 
aW CharlesWon SoXWhern UniYersiW\ relaWed Wo on-campXs faciliWies 
or serYices or parWicXlar Wo cerWain coXrses, sXch as lab fees, clinical 
fees, eWc. for Whe Spring 2020 SemesWer.  

See E[. A., Compl. aW � 39.  

 7. CharlesWon SoXWhern enrolls appro[imaWel\ 3,724 sWXdenWs. See id., Compl. aW � 

10.

 8. EYer\ sWXdenW aW CharlesWon SoXWhern oZes WXiWion and fees. ThXs, all 3,724 

sWXdenWs alleged in Whe ComplainW, or Whe person pa\ing Whe WXiWion or fees on Wheir behalf, 

qXalifies as a member of one or boWh of Whe pXWaWiYe classes.

 9. Accordingl\, Whe classes PlainWiff seeks Wo represenW e[ceeds Whe 100 class 

members necessar\ for pXrposes of 28 U.S.C. � 1332(d)(5)(B).  

 B. MLQLPDO DLYHUVLW\ IV SDWLVILHG.  

10. CAFA reqXires onl\ minimal diYersiW\, i.e., WhaW an\ member of a class of 

plainWiffs is a ciWi]en of a sWaWe differenW from an\ defendanW. See 28 U.S.C. � 1332(d)(2)(A).  

ThaW reqXiremenW is meW here.  

 11. PlainWiff is a member of boWh Whe ³TXiWion Class´ and Whe ³Fees SXbclass´.  See

id., Compl. aW � 39.  PlainWiff is an indiYidXal pXrporWedl\ domiciled in Whe SWaWe of SoXWh 

Carolina, DorchesWer CoXnW\. See id., Compl. aW � 14.  DefendanW is a ciWi]en of Whe SWaWe of 

SoXWh Carolina.  See id., Compl. aW � 13.  

 12. PlainWiff asserWs claims on behalf of herself, and classes consisWing of all 

indiYidXals Zho paid WXiWion or fees Wo CharlesWon SoXWhern for Whe Spring 2020 SemesWer.  See

id., Compl. aW � 39. 
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 13. CharlesWon SoXWhern has a significanW oXW-of-sWaWe sWXdenW popXlaWion. CiWi]ens of 

oWher sWaWes are members of eiWher or boWh of Whese pXWaWiYe classes ± as ciWi]ens of oWher sWaWes 

paid WXiWion or fees Wo CharlesWon SoXWhern on behalf of WhemselYes or on behalf of a sWXdenW for 

Whe Spring 2020 SemesWer.  

 14. Based on Whe foregoing, minimal diYersiW\ e[isWs becaXse aW leasW one member of 

Whe pXWaWiYe classes is a ciWi]en of a differenW sWaWe Whan DefendanW.  See 28 U.S.C. � 

1332(d)(2)(A).

 C. TKH AJJUHJDWH VDOXH RI WKH APRXQW LQ CRQWURYHUV\ E[FHHGV $5,000,000 

15. CharlesWon SoXWhern enrolls appro[imaWel\ 3,724 sWXdenWs. See E[. A. Compl. aW � 

10. Each of Whese sWXdenWs (or Whe indiYidXal pa\ing Wheir WXiWion/fees) qXalifies as a member of 

each of Whe pXWaWiYe classes.  

 16. CharlesWon SoXWhern charges $13,000 for WXiWion per semesWer for 12-18 

XndergradXaWe crediW hoXrs (fXll-Wime sWXdenWs).  See id., Compl. aW � 3. CharlesWon SoXWhern 

charges $490 per crediW hoXr for online coXrses.  See id., Compl. aW � 3.

 17. CharlesWon SoXWhern also charges YarioXs fees, inclXding $115 gradXaWion fee, $50 

lab fee, $500 aWhleWic Wraining fee, $1,000 nXrsing clinical fee, and $5,200 room and board fee 

(loZer ³WhiWe LeYel´ accommodaWions).  See id., Compl. aW � 4-5. 

 18. The Spring SemesWer aW CharlesWon SoXWhern ran from JanXar\ 13, 2020 WhroXgh 

April 28, 2020 (noW inclXding e[ams).  See id., Compl. aW � 20.  Using a fiYe (5) da\ school Zeek, 

Whe Spring 2020 SemesWer aW CharlesWon SoXWhern Zas appro[imaWel\ seYenW\-one (71) da\s.  

CharlesWon SoXWhern sZiWched iWs classes Wo online-onl\ on March 11, 2020.  See id., Compl. aW � 

2.  As of March 11, 2020, WhirW\-Whree (33) school da\s or appro[imaWel\ 46% of Whe Spring 

SemesWer remained.  
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 19. If each sWXdenW (or Whe person pa\ing Whe sWXdenW¶s WXiWion) joined Whe ³TXiWion 

Class´, and Zas enWiWled Wo a WXiWion refXnd as reqXesWed in Whe ComplainW, Whe damages ZoXld be 

$22,269,520.00 [3,724 (nXmber of sWXdenWs) [ $5,980 (46% of $13,000 WXiWion)].  In facW, onl\ 

appro[imaWel\ 837 sWXdenWs (appro[imaWel\ 22%) ZoXld need Wo join Whe ³TXiWion Class´ for 

PlainWiff Wo e[ceed Whe $5,000,000 Whreshold for jXrisdicWion Xnder CAFA.  This does noW inclXde 

Whe damages WhaW are possible for Whe ³Fees SXbclass´ (Whe $3,724 sWXdenWs or Whe person pa\ing 

Whe sWXdenW¶s fees), Zhich ZoXld onl\ add Wo Whe aggregaWe YalXe of Whe amoXnW in conWroYers\ in 

Whis case.  

 20. Therefore, based on Whe allegaWions of Whe ComplainW, CharlesWon SoXWhern 

reasonabl\ calcXlaWes WhaW Whe amoXnW in conWroYers\ e[ceeds Whe sXm or YalXe of $5,000,000, 

e[clXsiYe of inWeresW and cosWs, WhXs esWablishing jXrisdicWion Xnder CAFA.

III. COMPLIANCE WITH PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS

 21. PXrsXanW Wo 28 U.S.C. � 1446(b), Whis NoWice is being filed ZiWh Whis CoXrW ZiWhin 

WhirW\ (30) da\s afWer DefendanW Zas firsW serYed ZiWh Whe ComplainW, Whe iniWial pleading seWWing 

forWh Whe claims for relief Xpon Zhich PlainWiff¶s acWion is based.

 22. PXrsXanW Wo 28 U.S.C. � 1441(a), YenXe of Whe remoYal acWion is proper in Whe 

DisWricW of SoXWh Carolina, CharlesWon DiYision becaXse iW is Whe disWricW and diYision embracing 

Whe place Zhere Whe SWaWe CoXrW AcWion is pending.

 23. PrompWl\ afWer filing Whis NoWice of RemoYal, CharlesWon SoXWhern shall giYe 

ZriWWen noWice of Whe remoYal Wo Whe PlainWiff and Zill file a cop\ of Whis NoWice of RemoYal ZiWh 

Whe CoXrW of Common Pleas, NinWh JXdicial CircXiW, SWaWe of SoXWh Carolina, CoXnW\ of 

CharlesWon Xnder Case No. 2020-CP-10-02357 (³SWaWe CoXrW AcWion´), as reqXired b\ 28 U.S.C. 
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� 1446(d).  PXrsXanW Wo 28 U.S.C. � 1446(a), a cop\ of all process, pleadings, and orders serYed 

Xpon Whe DefendanW in Whe SWaWe CoXrW AcWion is aWWached hereWo as ³E[KLELW A´.  

 24. Trial has noW commenced in Whe CoXrW of Common Pleas, NinWh JXdicial CircXiW, 

SWaWe of SoXWh Carolina, CoXnW\ of CharlesWon, (³SWaWe CoXrW AcWion´). 

 WHEREFORE, CharlesWon SoXWhern respecWfXll\ pra\s WhaW Whe acWion be remoYed Wo Whe 

UniWed SWaWes DisWricW CoXrW, DisWricW of SoXWh Carolina, CharlesWon DiYision and WhaW Whis CoXrW 

assXme fXll jXrisdicWion as if iW had been originall\ filed Wherein.  

RespecWfXll\ SXbmiWWed, 

s/ Wilbur E. Johnson 
WILBUR E. JOHNSON
Federal ID No.: 2212 
Zjohnson@\crlaZ.com
YOUNG CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP
25 CalhoXn SWreeW, SXiWe 400 
CharlesWon, SC 29401 
(843) 724-6659 
(843) 579-1332 Fa[ 
CoXnsel for Charleston SoXthern UniYersit\ 

DaWed:  JXl\ 24, 2020 
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