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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA
NORFOLK DIVISION
JANET GURWELL AND BRAD SYLVIA,
individually and on behalf of all similarly
situated individuals,
Plaintiff,

Case No: ______

CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT
AND JURY DEMAND

v.
SEAWORLD PARKS &
ENTERTAINMENT, INC.,
A Florida Corporation
Defendant.

Plaintiffs Janet Gurwell and Brad Sylvia, by their undersigned counsel, file this Class
Action Complaint on behalf of themselves and a class of all similarly situated individuals against
SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment, Inc. (“Defendant”). Plaintiffs base the forgoing allegations
upon personal information and belief, the investigation of counsel, and states the following:
INTRODUCTION
1.

Defendant is gouging consumers by charging them for services never received.

Adding insult to injury, Defendant is doing this at a time when unemployment is skyrocketing and
many consumers are out of work due to COVID-19. Defendant’s opportunistic conduct is
unconscionable, immoral, and violative of the law.

Error! Unknown document property name.

COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES
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2.

Defendant owns some of the largest and most popular theme park destinations in

North America. In 2017 alone, Busch Gardens Tampa Bay had 3.9 million visitors. 1
3.

In 2019, Defendant generated approximately $1.4 billion in revenue. 2

4.

On March 12, 2020, Virginia Governor Ralph Northam declared a state of

emergency due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 3
5.

On March 13, 2020, President Donald Trump declared a state of emergency due to

the COVID-19 pandemic. 4
6.

On March 16, 2020, as a preventative measure, Defendant closed down all of its

Parks, including Busch Gardens in Williamsburg, Virginia and Tampa, Florida (the “Parks”).
7.

During the time the Parks have been closed, no patrons have been allowed to enter.

8.

Defendant sells annual memberships for the Parks. These annual memberships

entitle members to use the Parks whenever they want; however, while the Parks have been shut
down, none of these members could utilize any of the services offered at the Parks.
9.

Yet, Defendant continues to charge thousands Parks members monthly fees, even

though the Parks are closed.
10.

During this time, Defendant has failed to provide a discount or refund for

consumers.
11.

Plaintiffs bring this class action on behalf of all similarly situated Parks members,

who Defendant continues to charge, even though the Parks remain closed.
1

See, Amar Hussain, “The Top 20 Amusement Parks in North America [Includes Map],”
UPGRADED POINTS, https://upgradedpoints.com/best-amusement-parks-in-north-america/ (last
visited June 18, 2020).
2
See, Bea Mitchell, “SeaWorld Reports Higher Attendance and Revenue in 2019,” BLOOLOOP,
https://blooloop.com/news/seaworld-attendance-revenue-increase/ (last visited June 18, 2020).
3
See “Governor Northam Declares State of Emergency, Outlines Additional Measures to
Combat COVID-19,” https://www.governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/allreleases/2020/march/headline-853537-en.html (last visited June 18, 2020).
4
See Donald J. Trump, “Proclamation on Declaring a National Emergency Concerning the
Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Outbreak,” https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidentialactions/proclamation-declaring-national-emergency-concerning-novel-coronavirus-diseasecovid-19-outbreak/ (last visited June 18, 2020).
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12.

Plaintiffs seek injunctive relief and restitution against Defendant for its deceptive,

unfair, unlawful, and fraudulent decision to continue to charge Parks members in violation of the
Virginia Consumer Protection Act, Virginia Statutes §59.1-196, et seq., Florida Deceptive and
Unfair Trade Practices Act, Florida Statutes §§ 501.201, et seq., and the common law. Compliance
with remedial statutes like those underlying this lawsuit will benefit Plaintiffs, the class,
consumers, and the general public.
PARTIES
13.

Plaintiff Janet Gurwell is an individual residing in Suffolk, Virginia. Plaintiff

Gurwell currently holds a monthly Parks membership, paying approximately $20 per month.
Plaintiff Gurwell bought this membership so that she could access the Parks whenever she wanted.
Even though the Parks are closed, thereby preventing Plaintiff Gurwell from accessing the Parks,
Defendant continues to charge Plaintiff Gurwell’s account in the full monthly membership amount.
Additionally, Defendant has not refunded Plaintiff Gurwell any part of the monthly fees she has
paid while the Parks have been closed. Plaintiff Gurwell even contacted Defendant for a refund,
which she never received. Plaintiff Gurwell signed up for Defendant’s month-to-month
membership with the belief that she would have access to Defendant’s Parks on the dates provided
by Defendant in accordance with her membership package. Had Plaintiff Gurwell known she
would not have access to Defendant’s Parks, she would not have paid for the membership, or
would not have paid for it on the same terms. Plaintiff Gurwell continues to be harmed, by
incurring monthly fee charges, while Defendant’s Parks remain closed.
14.

Plaintiff Brad Sylvia is an individual residing in Suffolk, Virginia. Plaintiff Sylvia

currently holds a monthly Parks membership, paying approximately $15 per month. Plaintiff
Sylvia bought this membership so that he could access the Parks whenever he wanted. Even though
the Parks are closed, thereby preventing Plaintiff Sylvia from accessing the Parks, Defendant
continues to charge Plaintiff Sylvia’s account in the full monthly membership amount.
Additionally, Defendant has not refunded Plaintiff Sylvia any part of the monthly fees he has paid
while the Parks have been closed. Plaintiff Sylvia signed up for Defendant’s month-to-month
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membership with the belief that he would have access to Defendant’s Parks on the dates provided
by Defendant in accordance with her membership package. Had Plaintiff Sylvia known he would
not have access to Defendant’s Parks, he would not have paid for the membership, or would not
have paid for it on the same terms. Plaintiff Sylvia continues to be harmed, by incurring monthly
fee charges, while Defendant’s Parks remain closed.
15.

Sea World Parks & Entertainment, Inc., is a Delaware corporation headquartered

in Florida. Sea World Parks & Entertainment, Inc. maintains its principal place of business at 6240
Sea Harbor Drive, Orlando, Florida 32821. Sea World Parks & Entertainment, Inc., directly and
through its agents, has substantial contacts with and receives substantial benefits and income from
and through the State of Virginia.
16.

In committing the wrongful acts alleged herein, Defendant planned and participated

in a scheme that deceptively, unfairly, unlawfully, and fraudulently charged the Parks members’
full monthly membership fees while the Parks are closed due to COVID-19. Defendant’s
advertising and marketing of the Parks as being accessible as advertised with each membership
package, misrepresented and omitted the true nature of Defendant’s services. As a result,
Defendant’s acts are violative of Virginia, Florida, and the common law.
JURISDICTION AND VENUE
17.

This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C.

Section 1332 of the Class Action Fairness Act of 2005 because: (i) there are 100 or more class
members, (ii) there is an aggregate amount in controversy exceeding $5,000,000, exclusive of
interest and costs, and (iii) there is minimal diversity because at least one plaintiff and defendant
are citizens of different states. This Court has supplemental jurisdiction over any state law claims
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1367.
18.

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1391, this Court is the proper venue for this action

because a substantial part of the events, omissions, and acts giving rise to the claims herein
occurred in this District. Plaintiffs Janet Gurwell and Brad Sylvia are citizens of Virginia who
reside in Suffolk, Virginia; Defendant made the challenged false representations to Plaintiffs in
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this District; Plaintiffs purchased their memberships in this District; and Plaintiffs were deprived
use of their memberships within this District. Moreover, Defendant receives substantial
compensation from sales in this District, and Defendant made numerous misrepresentations and
omissions which had a substantial effect in this District.
19.

Pursuant to, among other things, VA Code Ann. § 8.01-328.1, Defendant is subject

to personal jurisdiction in Virginia based upon sufficient minimum contacts which exist between
Defendant and Virginia. Defendant is authorized to do and is doing business in Virginia.
FACTUAL BACKGROUND
20.

Defendant continues to charge Parks members full membership fees, even though

the Parks have been closed since March 16, 2020, due the COVID-19 pandemic that unprecedently
affected the United States’ and global economies.
21.

“Sea World” is a leading name in the theme park industry and currently has 12

locations throughout the United States, including the Busch Gardens theme parks located in
Williamsburg, Virginia and Tampa, Florida.
22.

Busch Gardens in Tampa Florida is extremely popular, hosting nearly 4 million

visitors in 2017 alone. 5 Moreover, “Busch Gardens in Williamsburg, Virginia is the world’s most
beautiful theme park, as voted year after year since 1990.” 6
23.

To access the Parks, the vast majority of customers sign up for an annual

membership, paying a set fee every month. Monthly annual membership fees range between $8.00
to $29.99 per month, depending on level purchased and any applicable incentives.
24.

Customers purchase annual memberships so that they can use the park whenever

they want.

5

See Hussain, supra note 1.
See, Defendant’s website, https://buschgardens.com/williamsburg/park-info/ (last visited on
June 18, 2020).
6

5
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25.

Members must leave a credit card or debit card on file, in order to purchase and use

Defendant’s memberships. Defendant automatically charges its members’ cards on file on a
monthly basis.
26.

On March 12, 2020, Virginia Governor Ralph Northam declared a state of

emergency due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 7
27.

On March 13, 2020, President Donald Trump declared a state of emergency due to

the COVID-19 pandemic. 8
28.

On March 16, 2020, Defendant announced that all of its Parks would be closed

through the end of March as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 9 A true and correct representation
of Defendant’s closure announcement is depicted below, with pertinent provisions circled in red.

29.

Since the Parks have been closed down, members have not been able to use any of

the Parks’ services.

7

See fn. 3.
See fn. 4.
9
https://www.facebook.com/BuschGardensTampaBay/photos/a.111637570238/10157734581150
239/?type=3&theater (last visited on June 18, 2020).
8
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30.

Unlike other companies, such as insurance companies and fitness centers,

Defendant continues to charge its members the full monthly payment fee, despite the fact that its
customers, like Plaintiffs, are not permitted to use their membership as a result of the Parks’
closures. Defendant failed to provide consumers with any sort of discount or refund.
31.

Defendant refuses to reimburse or provide discounts to consumers with monthly

memberships, like Plaintiffs, for time in which they have not been able to access the Parks.
32.

Instead, Defendant provides other options for its members. However, none of the

options Defendant provides its members include refunds for the time period the Parks were closed
as a result of COVID-19.
33.

Defendant recently reopened Busch Gardens Tampa on June 11, 2020. But, to enter

the Park, “all guests are required to make a reservation prior to visiting.” 10 Defendant plans to
force all guests to make reservations when Busch Gardens Williamsburg opens as well.
34.

This restricts annual members’ use and enjoyment of the Parks. It also contradicts

the reason members bought an annual pass in the first place: to use the Parks whenever they want.
Defendant has not provided members with a discount for forcing them to make reservations to
enter the Parks.
35.

Defendant continues to charge its members the monthly membership, as Defendant

is in possession of its members’ debit/credit card information. Therefore, Defendant continues to
unfairly profit from its members membership fees during a time when many members are hurting
financially.
36.

The only reason Defendant’s customers, such as Plaintiffs, choose to pay for an

annual membership is to gain access to Defendant’s Parks. Plaintiffs have not had access to
Defendant’s Parks since March 16, 2020. Yet, Defendant continues to charge Plaintiffs and other
members monthly charges for park access they do not have, and refuses to reimburse Plaintiffs
and its other members for payments they already made while the Parks are closed.
10

See RESERVE YOUR DAY, https://buschgardens.com/tampa/tickets/reservations/ (last
visited June 18, 2020).

7
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37.

Plaintiffs seek relief in this action individually, and on behalf of all of Defendant’s

customers that have paid or were charged fees while Defendant’s Parks were closed as a result of
COVID-19, for violations under the Virginia Consumer Protection Act, Virginia Statutes §59.1196, et seq., Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices Act, Florida Statutes §§ 501.201, et
seq., and the common law.
CLASS ACTION ALLEGATIONS
38.

Plaintiffs bring this action individually and on behalf of a class of all other persons

similarly situated. The Class which Plaintiffs seek to represent comprises: “All persons who were
charged fees for memberships while the Parks were closed.” Said definition may be further defined
or amended by additional pleadings, evidentiary hearings, a class certification hearing, and orders
of this Court.
39.

The Class is so numerous that their individual joinder herein is impracticable. On

information and belief, members of the Class number in the millions. The precise number of Class
members and their identities are unknown to Plaintiffs at this time but may be determined through
discovery.
40.

Common questions of law and fact exist as to all Class members and predominate

over questions affecting only individual Class members. Common legal and factual questions
include, but are not limited to:
a. Whether Defendant’s conduct is a fraudulent and unlawful act or practice within
the meaning of Virginia Statutes Section 59.1-196, et seq.;
b. Whether Defendant’s conduct is an unfair and deceptive act or practice within the
meaning of Florida Statutes Section 501.201, et seq.;
c. Whether Defendant was unjustly enriched at the expense of Plaintiffs and the Class
members;
d. Whether Defendant committed common law fraud;
e. Whether Defendant breached an implied warranty to Plaintiffs and Class members;

8
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f. Whether Defendant intentionally misrepresented material facts to Plaintiffs and
Class members; and,
g. Whether Defendant negligently misrepresented material facts to Plaintiffs and
Class members.
41.

Plaintiffs’ claims are typical of the claims of the Class, and Plaintiffs will fairly and

adequately represent and protect the interests of the Class. Plaintiffs have retained competent and
experienced counsel in class action and other complex litigation.
42.

Plaintiffs and the Class have suffered injury in fact and have lost money as a result

of Defendant’s actions. Plaintiffs purchased memberships which they believed would grant them
access to Defendant’s Parks on the dates provided by Defendant in accordance with each Plaintiffs
corresponding membership package. Plaintiffs would not have purchased the memberships if they
had known that they would be charged for their membership fees when they were barred from
entry into Defendant’s Parks.
43.

A class action is superior to other available methods for fair and efficient

adjudication of this controversy. The expense and burden of individual litigation would make it
impracticable or impossible for Class members to prosecute their claims individually.
44.

The trial and litigation of Plaintiffs’ claims are manageable. Individual litigation of

the legal and factual issues raised by Defendant’s conduct would increase delay and expense to all
parties and the court system. The class action device presents far fewer management difficulties
and provides the benefits of a single, uniform adjudication, economies of scale, and comprehensive
supervision by a single court.
45.

Defendant has acted on grounds generally applicable to the entire Class, thereby

making final injunctive relief and/or corresponding declaratory relief appropriate with respect to
the Class as a whole. The prosecution of separate actions by individual Class members would
create the risk of inconsistent or varying adjudications with respect to individual members of the
Class that would establish incompatible standards of conduct for Defendant.

9

Case 2:20-cv-00312 Document 1 Filed 06/22/20 Page 10 of 17 PageID# 10

46.

Absent a class action, Defendant will likely retain the benefits of its wrongdoing.

Because of the small size of the individual Class members’ claims, few, if any, Class members
could afford to seek legal redress for the wrongs complained of herein. Absent a representative
action, the Class members will continue to suffer losses and Defendant will be allowed to continue
these violations of law and to retain the proceeds of its ill-gotten gains.
COUNT ONE
Unfair or Deceptive Act or Practice in Violation of the
Virginia Consumer Protection Act,
Virginia Statutes §§ 59.1-196, et seq.
47.

Plaintiffs repeat and reallege the allegations set forth above and incorporate the

same as if set forth herein at length.
48.

Plaintiffs bring this cause of action pursuant to the Virginia Consumer Protection

Act (“VCPA”), § 59.1-196, of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, et seq., which was enacted
to prohibit and protect Virginia citizens from deceptive and unfair conduct, by Plaintiffs and the
Class consisting of all persons who were charged fees for memberships while the Parks were
closed.
49.

The VCPA provides that it “shall be applied as remedial legislation to promote fair

and ethical standards of dealings between suppliers and the consuming public.” § 59.1-197.
Further, “fraudulent acts or practices …in connection with a consumer transaction are hereby
unlawful.” § 59.1-200.
50.

Defendant’s advertising that the Parks would be accessible, and that its customers

would have access to the Parks upon paying a membership fee is fraudulent, because Defendant
in fact closed all of the Parks while continuing to charge its customers the full price of membership.
51.

Defendant’s acts alleged herein violated and continue to violate Section 59.1-200

(8) of the VCPA by advertising the Parks memberships “with intent not to sell them as advertised,
or with intent not to sell at the price or upon the terms advertised.”

10
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52.

Defendant’s acts alleged herein constitute “deception, fraud, false pretense, false

promise, or misrepresentation in connection with a consumer transaction” under Section 59.1-200
(14) of the VCPA.
53.

Defendant’s acts alleged herein violated and continue to violate Section 59.1-200

(16) of the VCPA by “[f]ailing to disclose all conditions, charges, or fees relating to: [t]he return
of goods for refund, exchange, or credit.”
54.

Defendant is a supplier within the meaning of Section 59.1-198 of the VCPA.

55.

Plaintiffs and members of the Class were consumers within the meaning of Section

59.1-198 of the VCPA, and are therefore entitled to relief under the VCPA in accordance with
Section 59.1-204.
56.

Plaintiffs’ and the Class members’ purchase of Parks memberships from Defendant

was a “consumer transaction” within the meaning of Section 59.1-198 (1) of the VCPA.
57.

Plaintiffs and the Class suffered injuries in fact and have lost money or property as

result and in reliance upon Defendant’s acts as alleged herein because (1) Plaintiffs and the Class
would not have purchased the memberships for Defendant’s Parks but for the representations and
omission of a warning that Defendant would continue charging customers’ credit cards and debit
cards while the Parks remain closed; (2) they would not have purchased park memberships on the
same terms absent Defendant’s representations and omissions; (3) they paid a price premium for
Defendant’s park membership based on Defendant’s misrepresentations and omissions; and (4)
Defendant’s park memberships did not have the characteristics, benefits, or quantities promised.
58.

Pursuant to §59.1-204, of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, et seq., Plaintiffs

and the Class members seek recovery of actual damages, treble damages, and attorney’s fees and
court costs.
59.

Plaintiffs also seek injunctive relief in the form of an order enjoining the above-

described wrongful acts and practices of Defendant, including, but not limited to, an order
enjoining Defendant from continuing to charge its customers for membership services when they
do not have access to Defendant’s Parks.
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COUNT TWO
Unfair or Deceptive Act or Practice in Violation of the
Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices Act,
Florida Statutes §§ 501.201, et seq.
60.

Plaintiffs repeat and reallege the allegations set forth above and incorporate the

same as if set forth herein at length. Plaintiffs bring this cause of action pursuant to Florida Statutes
Section 501.201, et seq., on behalf of Plaintiffs and the Class consisting of all persons who were
charged fees for memberships while the Parks were closed.
61.

Florida Statutes Section 501.204 provides that “[u]nfair methods of competition,

unconscionable acts or practices, and unfair or deceptive acts or practices in the conduct of any
trade or commerce are . . . unlawful.”
62.

Defendant’s conduct as alleged herein violated, and continues to violate the Florida

Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices Act.
63.

Defendant fraudulently deceived Plaintiffs and the Class by representing and

omitting material facts related to annual memberships. In doing so, Defendant intentionally
misrepresented and concealed material facts from Plaintiffs and the Class, specifically by
advertising that Parks would be accessible on the dates provided by Defendant in accordance with
each corresponding membership package, and that its customers would have access to the Parks
upon paying a membership fee.
64.

Defendant unfairly closed its Parks while continuing to charge its customers the

full price of their membership.
65.

Defendant knows that the misrepresentations and omissions alleged herein are

fraudulent and unfair.
66.

Plaintiffs and the Class suffered injuries in fact and have lost money or property as

result and in reliance upon Defendant’s acts as alleged herein because (1) Plaintiffs and the Class
would not have purchased the memberships for Defendant’s Parks but for the representations and
omission of a warning that Defendant would continue charging customers’ credit cards and debit
cards while the Parks remain closed; (2) they would not have purchased park memberships on the

12
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same terms absent Defendant’s representations and omissions; (3) they paid a price premium for
Defendant’s park membership based on Defendant’s misrepresentations and omissions; and (4)
Defendant’s park memberships did not have the characteristics, benefits, or quantities promised.
67.

As alleged in the preceding paragraphs, the misrepresentations by Defendant of the

material facts detailed above constitute a deceptive trade practice that is likely to mislead
consumers, and therefore an unlawful act, within the meaning of Florida Statutes Section 501.201,
et seq.
68.

Defendant’s acts alleged herein are immoral, unethical, and substantially injurious,

and therefore unfair, acts toward consumers.
69.

Pursuant to Florida Statutes Section 501.211(2) Plaintiffs seek actual damages, plus

attorneys’ fees and costs.
70.

Pursuant to Florida Statutes Section 501.211(1), Plaintiffs seek declaratory

judgment that the above-described wrongful acts violate the Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade
Practices Act. Plaintiffs also seeks injunctive relief in the form of an order enjoining the abovedescribed wrongful acts and practices of Defendant, including, but not limited to, enjoining
Defendant from continuing to charge its customers for membership services when they do not have
access to Defendant’s Parks.
COUNT THREE
Unjust Enrichment
71.

Plaintiffs repeat and reallege the allegations set forth in the preceding paragraphs,

and incorporate the same as if set forth herein at length.
72.

As a result of Defendant’s wrongful and deceptive conduct, Plaintiffs and the Class

have suffered a detriment while Defendant has received a benefit.
73.

Plaintiffs and the Class conferred benefits on Defendant by paying, and being

charged, membership fees while the Parks were and continue to stay closed.
74.

Defendant has knowledge of such benefits.
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75.

Defendant has been unjustly enriched in retaining the revenues derived from

Plaintiffs’ and the Class’s purchases, which retention under these circumstances is unjust and
inequitable.
76.

Defendant should not be allowed to retain the profits generated and profits realized

from charging its customers membership fees while the Parks were and continue to stay closed.
77.

Allowing Defendant to retain these unjust profits is inequitable and would offend

traditional notions of justice and fair play and induce companies to misrepresent key characteristics
of their services in order to increase sales.
78.

Because Defendant’s retention of the non-gratuitous benefit conferred on it by

Plaintiffs and the Class is unjust and inequitable, Defendant must pay restitution to Plaintiffs and
the Class members for its unjust enrichment.
COUNT FOUR
Common Law Fraud
79.

Plaintiffs repeat and reallege all of the allegations contained in the preceding

paragraphs and incorporate the same as if set forth herein at length.
80.

Defendant has willfully, falsely, and knowingly misrepresented that its Parks are

accessible during certain days of the year. However, Defendant in fact charges full price for annual
memberships even when the Parks are closed to the public. These misrepresentations and
omissions were made with knowledge of their falsehood.
81.

The misrepresentations and omissions made by Defendant, upon which Plaintiffs

and the Class reasonably and justifiably relied, were intended and actually induced Plaintiffs and
the Class to purchase annual Parks memberships.
82.

Defendant’s fraudulent actions caused damage to Plaintiffs and Class members,

who are entitled to damages and other legal and equitable relief as a result.
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COUNT FIVE
Conversion
83.

Plaintiffs repeat and reallege the allegations set forth above and incorporate the

same as if set forth herein at length.
84.

Plaintiffs and the Class had a right to retain their membership fees while all of

Defendant’s parks were and remain closed.
85.

Defendant intentionally charged Plaintiffs’ and Class members’ debit and credit

cards in the full amount of the monthly membership fees while the Parks were closed.
86.

Plaintiffs and Class members did not consent to Defendant charging their debit and

credit cards while the Parks are closed and Defendant did so without legal justification.
87.

Each charge of Plaintiffs’ and Class members’ credit and debit cards caused

Defendant to deprive Plaintiffs and Class members of their interest in the specifically identifiable
funds reflected by the same.
88.

Plaintiffs and Class members were harmed through Defendant’s charging of their

debit and credit cards.
89.

Defendant’s conduct was a substantial factor in causing Plaintiffs’ and the Class

harm.
COUNT SIX
Breach of Contract
90.

Plaintiffs repeat and reallege the allegations set forth above and incorporate the

same as if set forth herein at length.
91.

Defendant entered into contracts with Plaintiffs and the Class to provide access to

park facilities in exchange for the payment of membership fees.
92.

Defendant has breached these contracts by continuing to charge Plaintiffs’ and

Class members’ debit and credit cards while the parks remain closed.
93.

As a result, Plaintiffs and the Class have suffered an injury.
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, individually and on behalf of the members of the Class defined
herein, pray for judgment and relief on all Causes of Action as follows:
A.

For an order enjoining Defendant from engaging in the unfair, deceptive,
misleading, and fraudulent practices complained of herein;

B.

Actual damages against Defendant in an amount to be determined at trial, together
with pre- and post-judgment interest at the maximum rate allowable by law on any
amounts awarded;

C.

Restitution and/or disgorgement in an amount to be determined at trial;

D.

For pre-judgment interest from the date of filing this suit;

E.

Treble damages;

F.

Punitive damages;

G.

Reasonable attorney fees and costs; and

H.

Such other and further relief as the Court may deem necessary or appropriate.
JURY DEMAND

Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 38, Plaintiffs, individually and on behalf of
the members of the Class defined herein, hereby demand a trial by jury in the above-captioned
action of all issues triable by jury.
DATED: June 22, 2020

SILVERMAN THOMPSON
SLUTKIN WHITE
/s/ Jodie E. Buchman__________
Jodie E. Buchman, Esq. VSB No.91929
Pierce C. Murphy, Esq., VSB No. 87842
jbuchman@silvermanthompson.com
pmurphy@silvermanthompson.com
201 N. Charles St., 26th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21201
Tel: (410) 385-2225
Fax: (410) 547-2432
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CLARKSON LAW FIRM, P.C.
Ryan J. Clarkson (SBN 257074)
(pro hac vice application forthcoming)
rclarkson@clarksonlawfirm.com
Matthew T. Theriault (SBN 244037)
(pro hac vice application forthcoming)
mtheriault@clarksonlawfirm.com
Bahar Sodaify (SBN 289730)
(pro hac vice application forthcoming)
bsodaify@clarksonlawfirm.com
Zach Chrzan (SBN 329159)
(pro hac vice application forthcoming)
zchrzan@clarksonlawfirm.com
9255 Sunset Blvd., Suite 804
Los Angeles, CA 90069
Tel: (213) 788-4050
Fax: (213) 788-4070
Attorneys for Plaintiffs
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Citizen or Subject of a
Foreign Country

’ 3

’

3

Foreign Nation

’ 6

’ 6

IV. NATURE OF SUIT (Place an “X” in One Box Only)
CONTRACT
’
’
’
’
’
’
’
’
’
’
’
’

’
’
’
’
’
’
’
’
’
’

’
’
’
’
’
’

REAL PROPERTY
210 Land Condemnation
220 Foreclosure
230 Rent Lease & Ejectment
240 Torts to Land
245 Tort Product Liability
290 All Other Real Property

’
’
’
’
’
’
’

PERSONAL INJURY
310 Airplane
315 Airplane Product
Liability
320 Assault, Libel &
Slander
330 Federal Employers’
Liability
340 Marine
345 Marine Product
Liability
350 Motor Vehicle
355 Motor Vehicle
Product Liability
360 Other Personal
Injury
362 Personal Injury Medical Malpractice
CIVIL RIGHTS
440 Other Civil Rights
441 Voting
442 Employment
443 Housing/
Accommodations
445 Amer. w/Disabilities Employment
446 Amer. w/Disabilities Other
448 Education

and One Box for Defendant)
DEF
PTF
Incorporated or Principal Place
’ 4
’ 4
of Business In This State

Click here for: Nature of Suit Code Descriptions.

TORTS

110 Insurance
120 Marine
130 Miller Act
140 Negotiable Instrument
150 Recovery of Overpayment
& Enforcement of Judgment
151 Medicare Act
152 Recovery of Defaulted
Student Loans
(Excludes Veterans)
153 Recovery of Overpayment
of Veteran’s Benefits
160 Stockholders’ Suits
190 Other Contract
195 Contract Product Liability
196 Franchise

Orange

(IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES ONLY)
IN LAND CONDEMNATION CASES, USE THE LOCATION OF
THE TRACT OF LAND INVOLVED.

FORFEITURE/PENALTY

PERSONAL INJURY
’ 365 Personal Injury Product Liability
’ 367 Health Care/
Pharmaceutical
Personal Injury
Product Liability
’ 368 Asbestos Personal
Injury Product
Liability
PERSONAL PROPERTY
’ 370 Other Fraud
’ 371 Truth in Lending
’ 380 Other Personal
Property Damage
’ 385 Property Damage
Product Liability
PRISONER PETITIONS
Habeas Corpus:
’ 463 Alien Detainee
’ 510 Motions to Vacate
Sentence
’ 530 General
’ 535 Death Penalty
Other:
’ 540 Mandamus & Other
’ 550 Civil Rights
’ 555 Prison Condition
’ 560 Civil Detainee Conditions of
Confinement

’ 625 Drug Related Seizure
of Property 21 USC 881
’ 690 Other

LABOR
’ 710 Fair Labor Standards
Act
’ 720 Labor/Management
Relations
’ 740 Railway Labor Act
’ 751 Family and Medical
Leave Act
’ 790 Other Labor Litigation
’ 791 Employee Retirement
Income Security Act

BANKRUPTCY
’ 422 Appeal 28 USC 158
’ 423 Withdrawal
28 USC 157
PROPERTY RIGHTS
’ 820 Copyrights
’ 830 Patent
’ 835 Patent - Abbreviated
New Drug Application
’ 840 Trademark
SOCIAL SECURITY
’ 861 HIA (1395ff)
’ 862 Black Lung (923)
’ 863 DIWC/DIWW (405(g))
’ 864 SSID Title XVI
’ 865 RSI (405(g))

FEDERAL TAX SUITS
’ 870 Taxes (U.S. Plaintiff
or Defendant)
’ 871 IRS—Third Party
26 USC 7609

IMMIGRATION
’ 462 Naturalization Application
’ 465 Other Immigration
Actions

OTHER STATUTES
’ 375 False Claims Act
’ 376 Qui Tam (31 USC
3729(a))
’ 400 State Reapportionment
’ 410 Antitrust
’ 430 Banks and Banking
’ 450 Commerce
’ 460 Deportation
’ 470 Racketeer Influenced and
Corrupt Organizations
’ 480 Consumer Credit
(15 USC 1681 or 1692)
’ 485 Telephone Consumer
Protection Act
’ 490 Cable/Sat TV
’ 850 Securities/Commodities/
Exchange
’ 890 Other Statutory Actions
’ 891 Agricultural Acts
’ 893 Environmental Matters
’ 895 Freedom of Information
Act
’ 896 Arbitration
’ 899 Administrative Procedure
Act/Review or Appeal of
Agency Decision
’ 950 Constitutionality of
State Statutes

V. ORIGIN (Place an “X” in One Box Only)
’ 1 Original
Proceeding

’ 2 Removed from
State Court

’ 3

Remanded from
Appellate Court

’ 4 Reinstated or
Reopened

’ 5 Transferred from
Another District

’ 6 Multidistrict
Litigation Transfer
(specify)
Cite the U.S. Civil Statute under which you are filing (Do not cite jurisdictional statutes unless diversity):

’ 8 Multidistrict
Litigation Direct File

28 U.S.C. Section 1332 and 28 U.S.C. Section 1391

VI. CAUSE OF ACTION Brief description of cause:

Unfair and deceptive membership charging practices

’ CHECK IF THIS IS A CLASS ACTION
VII. REQUESTED IN
UNDER RULE 23, F.R.Cv.P.
COMPLAINT:
VIII. RELATED CASE(S)
(See instructions):
IF ANY
JUDGE
DATE

CHECK YES only if demanded in complaint:
’ Yes
’ No
JURY DEMAND:

DEMAND $

DOCKET NUMBER
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR ATTORNEYS COMPLETING CIVIL COVER SHEET FORM JS 44
Authority For Civil Cover Sheet
The JS 44 civil cover sheet and the information contained herein neither replaces nor supplements the filings and service of pleading or other papers as
required by law, except as provided by local rules of court. This form, approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in September 1974, is
required for the use of the Clerk of Court for the purpose of initiating the civil docket sheet. Consequently, a civil cover sheet is submitted to the Clerk of
Court for each civil complaint filed. The attorney filing a case should complete the form as follows:
I.(a)
(b)
(c)

Plaintiffs-Defendants. Enter names (last, first, middle initial) of plaintiff and defendant. If the plaintiff or defendant is a government agency, use
only the full name or standard abbreviations. If the plaintiff or defendant is an official within a government agency, identify first the agency and
then the official, giving both name and title.
County of Residence. For each civil case filed, except U.S. plaintiff cases, enter the name of the county where the first listed plaintiff resides at the
time of filing. In U.S. plaintiff cases, enter the name of the county in which the first listed defendant resides at the time of filing. (NOTE: In land
condemnation cases, the county of residence of the "defendant" is the location of the tract of land involved.)
Attorneys. Enter the firm name, address, telephone number, and attorney of record. If there are several attorneys, list them on an attachment, noting
in this section "(see attachment)".

II.

Jurisdiction. The basis of jurisdiction is set forth under Rule 8(a), F.R.Cv.P., which requires that jurisdictions be shown in pleadings. Place an "X"
in one of the boxes. If there is more than one basis of jurisdiction, precedence is given in the order shown below.
United States plaintiff. (1) Jurisdiction based on 28 U.S.C. 1345 and 1348. Suits by agencies and officers of the United States are included here.
United States defendant. (2) When the plaintiff is suing the United States, its officers or agencies, place an "X" in this box.
Federal question. (3) This refers to suits under 28 U.S.C. 1331, where jurisdiction arises under the Constitution of the United States, an amendment
to the Constitution, an act of Congress or a treaty of the United States. In cases where the U.S. is a party, the U.S. plaintiff or defendant code takes
precedence, and box 1 or 2 should be marked.
Diversity of citizenship. (4) This refers to suits under 28 U.S.C. 1332, where parties are citizens of different states. When Box 4 is checked, the
citizenship of the different parties must be checked. (See Section III below; NOTE: federal question actions take precedence over diversity
cases.)

III.

Residence (citizenship) of Principal Parties. This section of the JS 44 is to be completed if diversity of citizenship was indicated above. Mark this
section for each principal party.

IV.

Nature of Suit. Place an "X" in the appropriate box. If there are multiple nature of suit codes associated with the case, pick the nature of suit code
that is most applicable. Click here for: Nature of Suit Code Descriptions.

V.

Origin. Place an "X" in one of the seven boxes.
Original Proceedings. (1) Cases which originate in the United States district courts.
Removed from State Court. (2) Proceedings initiated in state courts may be removed to the district courts under Title 28 U.S.C., Section 1441.
Remanded from Appellate Court. (3) Check this box for cases remanded to the district court for further action. Use the date of remand as the filing
date.
Reinstated or Reopened. (4) Check this box for cases reinstated or reopened in the district court. Use the reopening date as the filing date.
Transferred from Another District. (5) For cases transferred under Title 28 U.S.C. Section 1404(a). Do not use this for within district transfers or
multidistrict litigation transfers.
Multidistrict Litigation – Transfer. (6) Check this box when a multidistrict case is transferred into the district under authority of Title 28 U.S.C.
Section 1407.
Multidistrict Litigation – Direct File. (8) Check this box when a multidistrict case is filed in the same district as the Master MDL docket.
PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS NOT AN ORIGIN CODE 7. Origin Code 7 was used for historical records and is no longer relevant due to
changes in statue.

VI.

Cause of Action. Report the civil statute directly related to the cause of action and give a brief description of the cause. Do not cite jurisdictional
statutes unless diversity. Example: U.S. Civil Statute: 47 USC 553 Brief Description: Unauthorized reception of cable service

VII.

Requested in Complaint. Class Action. Place an "X" in this box if you are filing a class action under Rule 23, F.R.Cv.P.
Demand. In this space enter the actual dollar amount being demanded or indicate other demand, such as a preliminary injunction.
Jury Demand. Check the appropriate box to indicate whether or not a jury is being demanded.

VIII. Related Cases. This section of the JS 44 is used to reference related pending cases, if any. If there are related pending cases, insert the docket
numbers and the corresponding judge names for such cases.
Date and Attorney Signature. Date and sign the civil cover sheet.

